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Celebrating National NAIDOC Week 3 — 10 July 2002

The National Centre for Australian Children’s Literature Inc (NCACL) celebrates the history, culture,
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples during National NAIDOC Week
2022. This week provides an opportunity for all Australians to learn more about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities. This year’s theme is Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! It provides an
opportunity to celebrate and recognise the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, the oldest, continuous living cultures on earth.

The National NAIDOC Committee offers freely available resources to support teachers, which are
available from their website https://www.naidoc.org.au/resources/educational. These resources
address the Australian Curriculum: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Culture cross-
curriculum priority. These are designed for Foundational Studies to Year 12 and may also be relevant
to VET and University students undertaking Indigenous Studies.

Our Centre’s website offers a freely available database of children’s and young adult books by and
about Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander Peoples. In 2020, the Australian Government’s
Department of Education, Skills and Employment funded our Centre to create this database aimed at
teachers and others interested. The database continues to grow. By June 2022, over 500 books now
feature in this easy-to-use database. A team of knowledgeable people, with wide-ranging
perspectives and expertise collaborated to produce this resource. The team included First Nations
people and culturally diverse individuals of various ages, genders and backgrounds.

Our Centre has selected 36 books from our database to reflect this year’s theme Get Up! Stand Up!
Show Up! Each book is hyperlinked to our database which provides further details about each book.
These books offer a way to feature and share the richness of Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander
People’s culture, languages and where stories originated. Such books offer a variety of storytelling
techniques, genres and illustration styles that entertain, inform, and engage readers. Each resource
can be searched by author, title, illustrator, publisher, date, Australian curriculum codes, over 600
subjects, languages, story locations and creators’ cultural backgrounds where these are available.
Also included are freely available teaching resources that offer additional insights for each book.
Free access is available on NCACL's website
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-aboriginal-and-or-torres-strait-
islander-resource/
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BIN SALLEH, Rachel. Illustrated by Samantha Fry.
Alfred’s War. Magabala Books, 2018. ISBN: 9781925360608.
Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/alfreds-war/

OODGEROO

Australia’s Unwritten History: More Legends of Our Land. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN: 0729510077.

Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/australias-unwritten-history-more-
legends-of-our-land/

MERRISON, Carl and HUSTLER, Hakea. Illustrated by Dub Leffler.
Black Cockatoo. Magabala Books, 2018. ISBN: 9781925360707.
Suitable for Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/black-cockatoo/

g " WRIGHT, Edith. Illustrated by Charmaine Ledden-Lewis.

; Charlie’s Swim. Magabala Books, 2022. ISBN: 9781922613103.
CHARLIE’S
SWIM https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi _resource/charlies-swim/

EDITH WRIGHT - CHARMAINE LEDDEN-LEWIS

Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

SARRA, Chris. lllustrated by Cherbourg State Primary School students
Dingoes are not Dogs. Budburra Books, 2011. ISBN: 9780987134807.
Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/dingoes-are-not-dogs/



https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/alfreds-war/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/australias-unwritten-history-more-legends-of-our-land/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/australias-unwritten-history-more-legends-of-our-land/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/black-cockatoo/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/charlies-swim/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/dingoes-are-not-dogs/

WILLIAMS, Edna Tantjinju and WINGFIELS, Eileen Wani. lllustrated by
Kunyi June-Anne Mclnerney.

QowD the 1,0/(

Down the Hole, Up the Tree, Across the Sandhills: Running from the
State and Daisy Bates. |IAD Press (Jukurrpa books), 2000.
ISBN: 9781864650242.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/down-the-hole-up-the-tree-across-the-sandhills-running-
from-the-state-and-daisy-bates/

MAYOR, Thomas. lllustrated by Blak Douglas

Finding Our Heart; A Story about the Uluru Statement for Young Australians.
Hardie Grant Travel, 2020. ISBN: 9781741177176.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/finding-our-heart/

LAWSON, Sue
Freedom Ride. Walker Books, 2015. ISBN: 9781925126365
Suitable for Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/freedom-ride/
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. pon LT KELLY, Paul and CARMODY, Kev. lllustrated by Kalkarinji School (NT) students
'9 i . and Peter Hudson (paintings)
W From little things big things grow. One Day Hill, 2013. ISBN: 9780980564310.
i i

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/from-little-things-big-things-grow/

G e U HEISS, Anita (editor)
P’OWINj P Growing up Aboriginal in Australia. Black Ink Press, 2018. ISBN: 9781863959810.
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https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/growing-up-aboriginal-in-australia/
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[ Suitable for Secondary.
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WYLD, Karen. Illustrated by Jaelyn Biumaiwai

Heroes, Rebels and Innovators: Inspiring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People from History. Lothian Children’s Book, 2021. ISBN: 9780734419838.

Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/heroes-rebels-and-innovators-
inspiring-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-from-history/

GARIMARA, Doris Pilkington. Illustrated by Janice Lynton

Home to Mother: A Younger Reader’s edition of Follow the Rabbit-proof
Fence.
University of Queensland Press, 2006. ISBN: 0702235466.

Suitable for Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/home-to-mother/

BELL, Helen.

Idjhil: And the Land Cried for its Lost Soul. UWA Press, Cygnet Press, 1996.
ISBN: 1875560610.
Suitable for Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/idjhil-and-the-land-cried-for-its-lost-
soul

GREENWOOD, Mark. lllustrated by Terry Denton
Jandamarra. Allen & Unwin, 2013. ISBN: 9781742375700.
Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/jandamarra/

wevmneunes  WILLIAMS, Mamu, Mike et al. Photography by Mamu Mike Williams.

Kulinmaya! Keep Listening Everybody! Allen & Unwin, 2019. ISBN:
978176052442,

K L "?)m[ Suitable for Secondary.
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https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/kulinmaya-keep-listening-everybody/
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CHRISTOBEL MATTINGLEY.

illustrated by written by
DEBRA O'HALLORAN FRANK UHR
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MY PLACE

Nodia Wheatley & Donna Rawlins

MCcINERNEY, Kunyi June Anne.
Kunyi. Magabala Books, 2021. ISBN: 9781925936575.
Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/kunyi/

YALATA and OAK VALLEY Communities with Christobel Mattingley
Maralinga: The Anangu Story. Allen & Unwin, 2009. ISBN: 9781741756210.
Suitable for Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/maralinga-the-anangu-story/

MATTINGLEY, Christobel

Maralinga's Long Shadow: Yvonne's Story. Allen & Unwin, 2016.
ISBN: 9781760290177.

Suitable for Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/maralingas-long-shadow-yvonnes-

story/

UHR, Frank. lllustrated by Debra O’Halloran

Multuggerah and the Sacred Mountain. Boolarong Press, 2019.
ISBN: 9781925877328.

Suitable for Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/multuggerah-and-the-sacred-

WHEATLEY, Nadia. lllustrated by Donna Rawlins
My Place. Walker Books Australia, 2018. ISBN: 9781921150654.
Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/my-place/
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OUK KAGE HEISS, Anita

KEGOFGOCK’UAHON Our Race for Reconciliation. Omnibus Books, 2017. ISBN: 9781760276119.

Suitable for Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/our-race-for-reconciliation/

PAPUNYA School and WHEATLEY, Nadia. lllustrated by Mary Malbunka and
Punata Stockman

Papunya School Book of Country and History. Allen & Unwin, 2001.
ISBN: 186508526X.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/papunya-school-book-of-country-

and-history/

MORGAN, Sally.

Sally’s Story

Sally’s Story (My Place for Younger Readers — Part One) Fremantle Arts Centre
Press, 1990. ISBN: 0949206784.

Suitable for Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/sallys-story/

MY PLACE FOR YOUNG READERS — PART 1

Sally Morgan

~ CASTLES, Jennifer. lllustrated by Paul Seden
- Say:-Yes

"Vl  Say Yes. A Story of Friendship, Fairness and a Vote for Hope. Allen & Unwin,
: . 2017.1SBN:9781760294670.

Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary.

o https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/say-yes-a-story-of-friendship-fairness-
= ee | and-a-vote-for-hope/

OODGEROOQO. lllustrated by Bronwyn Bancroft
Stradbroke Dreaming. Angus & Robertson, 1993. ISBN: 9780207179389.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/stradbroke-dreamtime/
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HARTLEY, Dave and MURRAY, Kirsty. lllustrated by Dub Leffler.
Strangers on Country. NLA Publishing, 2020. ISBN: 9780642279552.
Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/strangers-on-country/

ROACH, Archie
Tell Me Why: for Young Adults. Simon and Schuster, 2021. ISBN: 9781760858865.

Suitable for Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/tell-me-why-for-young-adults/

,rheAMriqina] AUSTRALIA’S Aboriginal Children. lllustrated by Australia’s Aboriginal Children

Children's History
of Australia The Aboriginal Children’s History of Australia. Rigby in association with Island

3 Heritage, 1977. ISBN: 0727023608.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/the-aboriginal-childrens-history-of-

g — australia/

TUTT, Corey. lllustrated by Blak Douglas

The First Scientists: Deadly Inventions and Innovations from Australia’s First
People. Hardy Grant Explore, 2021. ISBN: 9781741177527.

Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary and Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/the-first-scientists-deadly-inventions-
and-innovations-from-australias-first-people/

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDIES
PRESS and PASCOE, Bruce

The Little Red Yellow Black Book: An Introduction to Indigenous Australia. 4"
edition. AIATSIS Press, 2018. ISBN: 9780855750527.

Suitable for Upper Primary, Secondary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/the-little-red-yellow-black-book-an-
introduction-to-indigenous-australia/
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ROACH, Archie. lllustrated by Ruby Hunter, Peter Hudson and Mushroom
Music Publishing.

Took the Children Away. One Day Hill, 2010. ISBN: 9780980564341.
Suitable for Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/took-the-children-away/

TUCKER ABDULLA, lan W.
Tucker. Omnibus Books, 2014 ISBN: 9781742990613.
Suitable for 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/tucker/

IAN ABDULLA
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SMITH, Duncan and GODWIN, Nicole. lllustrated by Jandamarra Cadd
We are Australians. Wild Dog, 2022. ISBN: 9781742036328.
Suitable for 3-4yrs, 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/we-are-australians/

CLARKE, Maxine Beneba.

When we say Black Lives Matter. Lothian Children's Books, 2020.
ISBN: 9780734420428.

Suitable for 3-4yrs, 5-8yrs, Lower Primary, Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/when-we-say-black-lives-matter/

LOWE, Pat. lllustrated by Jimmy Pike
Yinti, Desert Cowboy. Magabala Books, 2000. ISBN: 1875641572.

Suitable for Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/yinti-desert-cowboy/

L. PASCOE, Bruce

Young Dark Emu: A Truer History. Magabala Books, 2019. ISBN:
9781925360844.

Suitable for Primary, Upper Primary.

https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi resource/young-dark-emu-a-truer-story/
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