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GRAEME BASE 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE 
 

Graeme Base is a writer and illustrator of stories and books for children. He came to Australia from 

England with his parents in 1966. During his school years he developed an interest in drawing and 

music. On leaving school he studied, for 3 years, graphic design at Swinburne Institute of 

Technology, Melbourne. This study was geared towards advertising and on completion, he joined 

the advertising workforce.  He soon felt unsuited to this field of work. In his spare time he had been 

doing freelance work illustrating book jackets for publishers, illustrating articles in the Victorian Dept 

of Education magazines and illustrating other authors’ works. 

With the advice of, and encouragement from Bob Sessions, a publisher at Penguin Books, Graeme 

Base took the big step of writing and illustrating his own picture book for children. My Grandma 

lived in Gooligulch was published in 1983. It sold reasonably well and impressed Penguin Books such 

that they made Base an offer to publish another book. Animalia was published in 1986 and gained 

significant international attention. The book was very quickly published overseas, including by Harry 

N Abrams, New York. This book was the start of a long relationship with Harry N Abrams and the 

publishing and selling of Base’s books in the USA. It has sold over 3 million copies worldwide. It was 

also made into an animated TV series in 2007. 

Many of his books, eg The Eleventh hour, have puzzles, codes and games to solve or hidden items to 

find in the text and very detailed artwork. So many of his books have many layers besides simply 

reading the text. He likes to challenge his readers as well as create a book that is highly enjoyable. 

Graeme’s love of travel and music have significantly influenced his books. The Sign of the seahorse 

and Jungle drums are two books influenced by travel. The Sign of the seahorse was also made into a 

stage musical and a musical CD was part of The Worst band in the Universe, both written and 

composed by Graeme. 

His books have been translated into Mandarin, Danish, French, German, Hebrew, Indonesian, Italian, 

Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Taiwanese and Thai, as well as published in the UK, Canada and the USA. 

Graeme has been shortlisted for and won numerous awards for his artwork as well as his books. In 

1987 Animalia was the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year, Honour 

award. In 1989 The Eleventh Hour was joint winner of the CBCA Picture Book of the Year. In 2000 The 

Worst band in the universe was given an honour award for illustration by the International Board on 

Books for Young People (IBBY).  In 2005 Jungle drums won the Speech Pathology Book of the Year for 

Lower Primary. He also won this award in 2007 for Uno’s garden. In 2007 Uno’s garden won the 

Wilderness Society Australia Environmental Award for Children’s Literature. Although not an award, 

Graeme was honoured to be selected to create the poster for the United Nations International 

Literacy Year in 1990. He has also created artworks to support many charities both in Australia and 

overseas. 

Sources 

AustLit: The Australian Literature Resource 
Papers of Graeme Base 
Graeme Base website http://graemebase.com.au 
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GRAEME BASE PAPERS 
 

                                                           SCOPE AND CONTENT 

Graeme Base made this donation of papers relating to many of his works for young people and 
artwork to the National Centre for Australian Children’s Literature Inc in 2020. The collection spans 
the years from 1981 to 2015.  
 
The size of this collection is seven standard archival boxes and one oversize flat archival box.  The 
oversize box includes award certificates, posters, competition stickers and a promotional pack.  
 
The collection includes papers relating to picture books, artwork, calendars, a frieze, a colouring 
book, a television series, CDs, films, a videotape, a concert, CD ROM and other general papers. 
 
The papers have been organised chronologically from oldest to most recent within categories. The 
papers include correspondence with publishers, editors, literary agents and other people and 
organisations.  This collection includes many tour itineraries and related matters in Australia, 
England, Canada and the United States.  There is much evidence (including correspondence) of being 
shortlisted for, or winning, awards in Australia and overseas. Many of these awards are also included 
in this collection. There are numerous newspaper articles and book reviews (primarily from Australia 
and the United States) as well as promotional materials. 
 
Graeme Base has regularly used his artwork to raise funds for numerous organisations, eg Red Cross 
Bushfire Appeal, Victorian Animal Aid Trust and Starbright Foundation (United States). His artwork 
has also been exhibited in many places in Australia, especially in Victoria. 
 
Between 1981 and 1983, the author illustrated several articles for Challenge and Explorer, children’s 
magazines published by the Victorian Dept of Education. These illustrations were unacknowledged 
by the publishers but were verified by the artist. These magazines are included in this collection. 
 
The depth of this collection gives an insight into the writing and illustrating process and the 
challenges of creating and publishing for children. 
 
As part of this Australian Government Cultural Gifts Donation, the author donated a significant 

number of his books that have been translated into languages other than English. These books have 

been added to the National Centre for Australian Children’s Literature Inc collection. 
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GRAEME BASE 
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Toronto, Canada: Stoddart, 1993 

New York: H N Abrams, 1993  

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1996 

Ringwood, Vic: Penguin, 1997 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006 

Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2012 

Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2013 

Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2016 
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The Eleventh hour / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking Kestrel, 1988 

Australian Book Publishers' Association, Best Designed Illustrated Children’s Book, highly 

commended, 1988 

Australian Book Publishers Association (ABPA) Best Jacket Design, highly commended, 1988 

CBCA Picture Book of the Year, Joint winner, 1989 

Young Australian Best Book Award (YABBA), Picture Book, winner, 1989  
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Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 1997 

Camberwell, Vic: Viking Kestrel, 2002 

Di shi yi xiao shi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Eleventh hour. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

The Sign of the seahorse / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1992 

Young Australian Best Book Award (YABBA), Picture Book, winner, 1993 

 Toronto, Ontario: Stoddart, 1992 

New York, H N Abrams, 1992 

Sooheste tegnet / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Sign of the seahorse. Danish. Copenhagen, 

Denmark: Sesam, 1992 

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin, 1996 

Sooheste tegnet / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Sign of the seahorse. Danish. Copenhagen, 

Denmark: Sesam, 2001 

El signo del caballito de mar / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Sign of the seahorse. Spanish. New 

York: Harry N Abrams, 2004 

Haema ui sinho / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Sign of the seahorse. Korean. Seoul, Korea: 

Munhak Tongne Orini, 2004 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2012 
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My Grandma lived in Gooligulch: pop-up book / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1995 

The Discovery of dragons / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1996 

Toronto, Canada: Elan Press, 1996 

London, Michael Joseph, 1996 

New York, Harry N Abrams, 2007 

Ringwood, Vic: Puffin, 1998 

New York, Harry N Abrams, 2000 

Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 2001 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2007 

New York, Harry N Abrams, 2007 

Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2012 

Long de fa xian / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Discovery of dragons. Chinese. Wuhan, 

China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2019 

The Worst band in the universe / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 1999 

Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction, Convenors’ award, shortlisted, 

1999 

International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY), Honour Award for Illustration, 2000 

Selected in White Raven catalogue of international notable children’s titles, International 

Youth Library, Munich, 2000 
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Toronto, Ontario: Doubleday Canada, 1999 

Le peor banda del universo / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Worst band in the universe. 

Spanish. Madrid, Spain: Ediciones SM, 1999 
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Danish. Copenhagen, Denmark: Sesam, 1999 

Le groupe le plus nul de l’univers / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Worst band in the 

universe. French. Paris, France: La Martiniere Jeunesse, 1999 

London, Puffin, 2001 

The Waterhole / Graeme Base. Ringwood, Vic: Viking, 2001 

Selected in White Raven catalogue of international notable children’s titles, International 

Youth Library, Munich, 2002 

Parents’ Choice Award (USA) – Silver Medal, 2001  
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Young Australian Readers Awards (YARA), winner, Picture Books, 2002 

The Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales Whitley Book Awards, Children’s Illustrated 

Book, commendation, 2002  

Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA), top 10 list, 2003, 2004 & 2005 

New York: Harry N Abrams, 2001  
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Jeunesse, 2001 

Buchi nell acqua / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Italian. Milan, Italy: Fabbri 

Editori, 2001 

La charca / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Spanish. Barcelona, Spain: Omega 

Infantil, 2003 

Bor ha-mayim / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Hebrew. Tel Aviv, Israel: Matar, 

2003 

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin, 2003  

Mul ungdongi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Korean. Seoul, Korea: Kindo 

Laendu, 2004 

Mul ungdongi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Korean. Seoul, Korea: Kindo 

Laendu, 2007 

Lai he shui ba / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Chinese. Taibei, Taiwan: Tian xia 

yuan jan chu ban gu fen you xian gong si, 2011 

Lai he shui ba / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Waterhole. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang 

jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2015 

Bjorn and the prawn / Graeme Base; in Kids’ night in! / edited by Jessica Adams, Juliet Partridge & 

Nick Earls. Camberwell, VIC: Penguin, 2003 

Truck dogs / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2003 

Kids reading Oz Choice (KROC) Award Yrs 7-9, 2003 

Young Australian Best Book Award (YABBA), Older Reader, winner, 2004  

CBCA Book of the Year, Younger Readers, shortlisted, 2004 

Kids Own Australia Literature awards (KOALA), Older Readers, winner, 2004 
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Melbourne, Vic: Bolinda Audio Books, 2003 

New York: Harry N Abrams, 2004  

Torakkudoggu / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Truck dogs. Japanese. Tokyo, Japan: Shogakukan, 

2010 

Cani cameon / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Truck dogs. Italian. Milan, Italy: Fabbri Editori, 

2004 

Camberwell, Vic: Puffin, 2005  

My grandma lived in Gooligulch; a small play for furry animals / Graeme Base. South Melbourne, Vic: 

Longman Pearson Educational, 2003 

Jungle drums / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2004 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Lower Primary, winner, 2005 

Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL) Award, Picture Book, winner, 2009 

Kids Own Australia Literature awards (KOALA), Picture Book, honour, 2009 

Tambores magicos / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Spanish. Barcelona, Spain: 

Juventud, 2004 

Toronto, Ontario: Doubleday Canada, 2004 

New York: Harry N Abrams, 2004  

Tupe ha-gungel / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Hebrew. Tel Aviv, Israel: Matar, 

2005 

Chonggul turam / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Korean. Seoul, Korea: Munhak 

Sasangsa, 2005 

Melbourne, Vic: Bolinda Audio Books, 2006 

Aji de xu yan gu / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Chinese. Taibei, Taiwan: Tian xia 

yuan jan chu ban gu fen you xian gong si, 2006 

Xu yuan gu / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Chinese. Chongqing, China: Chongqing 

chu ban she, 2010 

Aji de xu yan gu / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Jungle drums. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang 

jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2015 

Uno’s garden / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2006 

Wilderness Society Australia, Environment Award for Children’s Literature, Picture Fiction, 

winner, 2007 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Lower Primary, winner, 2007 
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Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA), Younger Children, shortlisted 2007 

Green Earth Book, USA, winner, 2007 

Young Australian Best Book Award (YABBA), Picture Book, winner, 2008  

Uno ui chongwon / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Korean. Seoul, Korea: Hansol 

Kyoyuk, 2006 

New York: Abrams Books, 2006  

Anuo de hua yan / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Chinese. Taibei, Taiwan: Tian xia 

yuan jan chu ban gu fen you xian gong si, 2007 

Uno’s garden/ Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Hebrew. Tel Aviv, Israel: Sefer lakol, 

2007 

Suan mahatsachan khong uno / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Thai. Krung Threp, 

Thailand: Samnakphim Nanmi Buk Khitdi, 2009 

Younuo de hua yuan / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Chinese. Chongqing, China: 

Chongqing chu ban she, 2010 

Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2012  

Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2013 

Anuo de hua yan / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Chinese. Taibei, Taiwan: Tian xia 

yuan jan chu ban gu fen you xian gong si, 2016 

Anuo de hua yan / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang 

jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2016 

Suan mahatsachan khong uno / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Uno’s garden. Thai. Krung Threp, 

Thailand: Samnakphim Nanmi Buk Khitdi, 2018 

The Waterhole counting book / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2007 

New York: Abrams Books, 2008  

Enigma / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2008 

Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA), Book of the Year for Younger Children, shortlisted, 

2009 

Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction, Best Children’s (8-12 years), 

Best Illustrated Work/Picture Book, winner, 2009 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Lower Primary, shortlisted, 2010 

Young Australian Best Book Award (YABBA), Picture Book, shortlisted, 2010 

Kids Own Australia Literature awards (KOALA), Picture Book, honour, 2012 
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New York: Abrams Books, 2008  

Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2016 

Mo fa shi qie zhi mi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Enigma. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang jiang 

shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

The Legend of the golden snail / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2010 

Indie Book of the Year, Children’s & Young Adult, shortlisted, 2011 

Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA), Book of the Year for Younger Children, shortlisted, 

2011 

Australian Booksellers Association Awards, Booksellers’ Choice, shortlisted, 2011 

Hang hai xiao ying xiiong / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Legend of the golden snail. 

Chinese. Taibei, Taiwan: Tian xia yuan jan chu ban gu fen you xian gong si, 2013 

Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2019 

The Jewel fish of Karnak / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Penguin, 2011 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Best Language Development for Young Children, 

shortlisted, 2012 

Prime Minister’s Literary Awards, Children’s Literature, shortlisted, 2012 

Indie Book of the Year, Children’s & Young Adult, shortlisted, 2012 

Kids Own Australia Literature awards (KOALA), Picture Book, shortlisted, 2013 

New York: Abrams Books, 2011  

Melbourne, Vic: Puffin, 2017 

Bao shi yu de mimi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Jewel fish of Karnak. Chinese. Wuhan, 

China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2016 

Little elephants / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2012 

Aurealis Awards for Excellence in Australian Speculative Fiction, Best Children’s (8-12 years), 

Best Illustrated Work/Picture Book, winner, 2012 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Best Language Development for Young Children, 

shortlisted, 2013 

Australian Book Industry Awards (ABIA), Book of the Year for Younger Children, shortlisted, 

2013 

New York: Abrams Books, 2012  

Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2016  

Xiao bu dian da xiang / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Little elephants. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 
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Graeme Base collector’s set / Graeme Base. Camberwell, Vic: Viking, 2012 

My first animalia / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2013 

The Last king of Angkor Wat / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Viking, 2014 

West Australian Young Readers’ Book Award, Picture Book, shortlisted, 2015 

New York: Abrams Books, 2014  

Zui hou de guo wang / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Last king of Angkor Wat. Chinese. 

Wuhan, China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2016 

Birds fly / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2014 

Dong wu dong qi lai / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Birds fly. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang 

jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

Pigs have piglets / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2014 

Dong wu yi jia zi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Pigs have piglets. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

Cows say moo / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2014 

Dong wu sho shen mo / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Cows say moo. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

Monkeys live in trees / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2014 

Dong wu zhu na li / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Monkeys live in trees. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

A Herd of elephants / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Viking, 2015 

Dong wu bian duo le / Graeme Base. Uniform title: A Herd of elephants. Chinese. Wuhan, 

China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

Uno’s garden counting book / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2015 

Eye to eye / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Viking, 2015 

CBCA Picture Book of the Year, Notable, 2016 

Yan ling ling, xin ling ling / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Eye to eye. Chinese. Wuhan, China: 

Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2016 

Starfish are pointy / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2015 

Dong wu zhang sha yang / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Starfish are pointy. Chinese. Wuhan, 

China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2017 

The Amazing monster detectoscope / Graeme Base. Melbourne, Vic: Penguin, 2017 

Guai w tan ce qi / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Amazing monster detectoscope. Chinese. 

Wuhan, China: Chang jiang shao nian er tong chu ban she, 2018 
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Longywe / Graeme Base. Uniform title: Dragon moon. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang jiang shao nian 

er tong chu ban she, 2017 

Dragon moon / Graeme Base. Wuhan, China: Changjiang Children’s Press, 2017 

The Pond / Graeme Base. Sydney, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 2018 

Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year, Best Language Development for Young 

Children, shortlisted, 2019 

The Gate / Graeme Base. Sydney, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 2019 

The Sock / Graeme Base. Sydney, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 2019 

Moonfish / Graeme Base. Sydney, NSW: Puffin, 2019 

The Balloon / Graeme Base. Sydney, NSW: Angus & Robertson, 2020 

The Tree / Graeme Base. Hawthorn, Vic: Puffin, 2020 

Bi ci shu / Graeme Base. Uniform title: The Tree. Chinese. Wuhan, China: Chang jiang shao 

nian er tong chu ban she, 2019 

The Curse of the vampire robot / Graeme Base. Sydney: HarperCollins, 2021 
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GRAEME BASE SERIES AND BOX LIST 2022 

Series No Series name Folder Title Box No. 

1 Books 1.1.1-1.1.4 My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 1 

1 Books 1.2.1-1.2.13 Animalia 1 & 8 

1 Books 1.3.1 Jabberwocky 2 

1 Books 1.4.1 Creation stories 2 

1 Books 1.5.1-1.5.13 The Eleventh hour 2 & 8 

1 Books 1.6.1-1.6.11 The Sign of the seahorse 3  

1 Books 1.7.1-1.7.5 The Discovery of dragons 3 

1 Books 1.8.1-1.8.7 The Worst band in the Universe 4 

1 Books 1.9.1-1.9.3 The Waterhole 4 & 8 

1 Books 1.10.1-1.10.3 Truck dogs 4 

1 Books 1.11.1-1.11.2 Jungle drums 4 & 8 

1 Books 1.12.1 Uno’s garden 4 

1 Books 1.13.1  Enigma 4 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.1.1 Animalia wall frieze 5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.2.1 Dragons, draaks and beasties 
calendar 1990 

 5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.3.1 The Eleventh hour calendar 1991 

 
5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.4.1 Animalia calendars 1990 & 1992 

 
5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.5.1 The Sign of the seahorse calendar 
1994 

 

5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.6.1 Animalia coloring book 5 

2 Calendars, wall 
frieze, coloring 
book 

2.7.1 The Best of Graeme Base calendar 
1999 

5 

3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.1.1 Animalia videotape 5 

3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.2.1 Animalia CD-ROM 5 

3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.3.1-3.3.6 The Sign of the seahorse: The concert 5 & 8 

3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.4.1 The Sign of the seahorse: The 
musical 

5 
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3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.5.1-3.5.2 Animalia television series 5 

3 Audio, video, film 
& musical 

3.6.1 The Gallant Captain film 5 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.1.1 Artwork in Victorian Dept of 
Education magazines 

6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.2.1 Cover illustrations on books 6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.3.1 Poster for United Nations 
International Literacy Year 1990 

6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.4.1 Exhibitions in Australia 6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.5.1 ‘The Emperial General’ illustration 6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.6.1 The Art of Graeme Base by Julie 
Watts 

6 

4 Artwork not 
specific to a title 

4.7.1 Other artworks 6 

5 Other papers 5.1.1-5.1.1A Autobiographical and biographical 
material  

7 

5 Other papers 5.2.1 Photographs (not specific to one 
title) 

7 

5 Other papers 5.3.1 Best seller lists from newspapers & 
magazines, Australia 1986-2008 

7 

5 Other papers 5.4.1 Best seller lists from newspapers & 
magazines, Canada, United States & 
UK 1986-1997 

7 

5 Other papers 5.5.1 Abrams 50 Years of illustrated book 
publishing catalogues 1999-2000 

7 

5 Other papers 5.6.1 Correspondence (not specific to one 
title) 

7 

 

Box 8 holds unusual shape/oversize papers 
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A GUIDE TO THE GRAEME BASE PAPERS  

SERIES DESCRIPTION 

SERIES 1 –BOOKS  

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.1.1 My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
Text and words to the song for the book and the 
audiocassette, [1988], 7pp 
Invitation to exhibition at Thomas Nelson Australia, 
Melbourne of original artwork from the book, June 
1983, 2pp 
Price list for exhibition, June 1983, 1p 
Dromkeen Art Exhibition, list of illustrators, 1983 
Printing quote for 5,000 copies, February 1986, 1p 
Exhibition at The Lewers Bequest & Penrith Regional 
Art Gallery, July-August 1986, 1p 
Children’s playground designed on the theme and 
characters of the book, Wonga Park, Melbourne, 
January 1999, 4pp 
Musical show, Melbourne, promotional brochure, 
2007 
Review of musical show, 2 July 2007 

 1 

1 1.1.2 My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
Awards 
Young Australians Best Book Award (YABBA) shortlist 
for Picture Books, 1988 
Young Australians Best Book Award (YABBA) shortlist 
for Picture Books, 1990 
Young Australians Best Book Award (YABBA) shortlist 
for Picture Books, 1991 
Kids Own Australian Literature Award (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary, 1990 
Invitation to ceremony for induction of book into the 
YABBA Hall of Fame, November 2004 

 1 

1 1.1.3 My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
Promotional material, Australia, 1983 - 1994  
Promotional material, United States, 1990 - 1995 

 1 

1 1.1.4 My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
Reviews, Australia, 1983 - 1991  
Reviews, United States, 1990 - 1995 

 1 

1 1.2.1 Animalia 
Launch at “Dromkeen” 20 September 1986, 
invitations, 3 copies 
List of invitees to launch, 2pp 
Review of launch in “Dromkeen” newsletter, 
October 1986, 1p 

 1 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.2.2 Animalia 
Correspondence between Bob Sessions & Graeme 
Base relating to school visits, publishing & printing 
decisions & updates, potential awards, missing 
paintings, possible rock opera called Tutankhamun & 
plans for The Eleventh Hour, September 1986-
September 1989 
Letter from Sylvana A Scannapiego, about printing 
options & government book bounties, 28 February, 
1986, 1p 
Letter from Owen King wishing success after 
completing the printing task, 17 September 1986, 1p 
Newspaper article by Terry Lane about the printing 
of the book in Australia, 1p 
Letter from Walter McVitty requesting information 
to include Graeme Base in a who’s who reference 
guide to authors & illustrators in Australian 
children’s book, 18 December 1986, 1p 
Correspondence between Bob Sessions and Harry N 
Abrams, Inc relating to print runs, sales, royalties & 
bookplates in the United States, March 1988-January 
1989 
Letters from Katharine Toseland & Susan Brent 
about the marketing plan in the UK, November 
1989-January 1990, 4p 
Thank you letter from Macmillan Children’s Books 
for judging Animalia competition in the UK, 9 May 
1988, 1p 
Royalty statement facsimile from Marietta 
Darakhskan, 5 April 1988, 2pp 
Letter from Peg McColl about a request from Robert 
W Worth, Sonoma State University to set Animalia 
to music, 17 January 1989, 3pp 
Letter of thanks for visit in November 1989 to 
District of Columbia Public Library, Washington, 13 
December, 1p 
Letter of thanks for visit in November 1989 to The 
New York Public Library, 21 December, 1p 

Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Robert Sessions Publishing 
Pty Ltd 
 
Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Viking O’Neil, Penguin 
 
Sylvana A Scannapiego, 
Production Director, 
Thomas Nelson Australia 
 
Owen King, Owner, Owen 
King Printers Pty Ltd 
 
Terry Lane, journalist 
 
Walter McVitty, Publisher, 
Walter McVitty Books 
 
Katharine Toseland, 
Children’s Marketing & 
Publicity Manager, Puffin 
Viking Kestrel, London 
 
Susan Brent, Children’s 
Marketing Director, Puffin 
Viking Kestrel, London 
 
Marietta Darakhskan, 
Royalty Dept, Irwin 
Publishing, Ontario, Canada 
 
Peg McColl, Contracts 
Controller, Penguin Books 
Australia 
 
Robert W Worth, Vocal 
Ensemble Director, 
Sonoma State University, 
California 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.2.3 Animalia 
Awards 
Australian Book Publishers Association Book Design 
Awards, 1986, conditions of entry & booklet with 
details of 2 awards.  
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Honour 
Picture Book, 1987 award certificate, incl attached 
letter from Rosemary Young, 26 August 1987, 2pp 
Articles about book being shortlisted for CBCA 
award, 1987 
Radio script about CBCA shortlisting, July 1987  
Articles about winning the CBCA award, 1987 
Letter from Bob Sessions about winning the Fourth 
National Print Awards Bronze Medal 1987, 5 May 
1987, 1p 
Fourth National Print Awards 1987 certificates (1 
each for Graeme Base & Bob Sessions Publishers) & 
bronze medal, photocopies only 
Fourth National Print Awards 1987 booklet, 
photocopy, 4pp 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
certificate, Most Popular Picture Story Book, 18 
October 1987 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) list of 
books in order of popularity, 1987 
Articles about winning the YABBA award, 1987 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary and Secondary 
categories, 1988, 2pp 
Articles about winning KOALA Secondary category, 
1988 
Invitation to KOALA award ceremony, 24 October 
1988, Sydney, 2pp 
Thank you letter from Val Noake for attending the 
1988 presentation ceremony, 1 December 1988 
 Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary categories, 1990 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary categories, 1991 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary categories, 1992 
Letter from Julie Watts about the shortlisting for the 
Canberra’s Own Outstanding List (COOL) awards 
1993, Primary Division, 6 August 1993, 1p 
 
 
 
 

Rosemary Young, Editor, 
Viking O’Neil Publishers 
 
Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Robert Sessions Publishing 
Pty Ltd 
 
 
Val Noake, Secretary, Kids 
Own Australian Literature 
Award (KOALA) 
 
Julie Watts, Publisher, 
Penguin Books Australia 
 
 

1 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.2.4 Animalia 
Promotion in Australia 
Promotional itinerary, Melbourne, Sydney, Perth & 
Adelaide, 14 July-25 September 1986, 7pp 
Promotional itinerary, Albury, Melbourne, Sydney & 
Perth, 12 November-4 December 1986, 3pp 
Media coverage, radio, tv & press, handwritten, 1p 
Promotional articles in newspapers, journals & 
magazines, 1986-1991 
Publisher’s flyers & catalogues from publisher & 
bookshops, 1986-1990 
Promotional competitions with prizes varying from 
$10 voucher, 80 copies to give away to $100 in cash, 
1986-1991 
Australia Post Best Book Box (including Animalia) 
promotional material about the Box and the 4 
stamps and reviews, 1996 

 
 

1 

1 1.2.5 Animalia 
Congratulatory poster on shortlisting from Kids Own 
Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 

 8 

1 1.2.6 Animalia 
Promotion in England 
Promotional tour itinerary of England, 18-25 
September 1987, 1p 
Macmillan Children’s Books catalogue, July-
December 1987 
Competition to win a safari to Kenya, promotional 
plan, newspaper articles & entry forms, August-
March 1988 
Article about the winner of the Kenya safari, 22 July 
1988, 1p 
Competition to win the book and/or wall frieze, 
newspaper article, 19 September 1987, 1p 
Competition to win the book and wall frieze, 
newspaper article, 10 October 1987, 1p 
Reviews, UK, 1987-1988 

 1 

1 1.2.7 Animalia 
Large stickers promoting the 1986-1987 competition 
to win $1000, including original artwork 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.2.8 Animalia 
Promotion in the United States 
Promotional tour itinerary of United States, 3-13 
October 1987 and 26 October 1987, including 
attached letter from Ellen Unterberg, 2 October 
1987, 9p 
Letter from Elizabeth F Robbins summarising the 
promotional tour, 14 August 1987, 2pp 
Harry N Abrams Inc folder of promotional material 
Press release fom Harry N Abrams about tour, 9 
October 1987, 1p 
Advertising of Good Morning America broadcast, 
October 1987, 2pp 
Good Morning, America broadcast excerpt, 13 
October 1987, 4pp 
List of questions for interview for Off-Hand show 
(deaf & hearing impaired TV station), 26 October 
1987, 2pp 
Thank you letter from Dawn Jeffory-Nelson for 
appearing on the Off-Hand show, 26 October 1987, 
1p 
Promotional articles & advertising in newspapers, 
journals, catalogues & magazines (including for 3 
bean bag toys), 1987-1993 
Los Angeles Times Festival of Books, April 19-20 
1997 folder featuring Graeme Base artwork 
Peaceable Kingdom Press Cards & Posters 
catalogues, Spring 1991 & Fall 1998 listing blank 
Animalia cards for sale 
 

Ellen Unterberg, Associate 
Publicist, Harry N Abrams 
Inc 
 
Elizabeth F Robbins, Vice 
President, Harry N Abrams 
Inc 
 
Dawn Jeffory-Nelson, 
Writer/Producer, Off Hand, 
Silent Network, California 

1 

1 1.2.9 Animalia 
Promotion in Canada 
Promotional tour itinerary of Canada, 14-16 October 
1987, 4p 
Irwin Publishing folder of promotional material, 
including pin on badge 
Promotional competition to win trip to Disneyland 
and $1000, entry form, 1988 
Irwin Publishers catalogue featuring Animalia, Fall, 
1987 

 1 

1 1.2.10 Animalia 
Promotional material in newspaper & catalogues, 
New Zealand, 1990-1991 
Article, with photo of Animalia, about a book fair in 
Hong Kong, South China Morning Post, 7 November 
1993, 1p 

 1 

1 1.2.11 Animalia 
Reviews, Australia, 1986-1999 

 1 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.2.12 Animalia 
Reviews, Canada, 1987 

 1 

1 1.2.13 Animalia 
Reviews, United States, 1987-1990 

 1 

1 1.3.1 Jabberwocky 
Promotional material including stickers, Australia 
1987 
Promotional material, UK, 1987 
Promotional material, United States, 1996-2004 
Reviews, Australia, 1989-1996 
Reviews, United States, 1989 

 2 

1 1.4.1 Creation stories 
Promotional materials by Macmillan Australia, 1988 
Letter from CBCA informing illustrator that 
Macmillan has entered the book for CBCA awards, 
14 November 1988 
Reviews, Australian & Canadian, 1988-1990 
Newspaper article about Graeme’s book being 
removed from the reading list for Grades 5-6, 
Wolford Public School, Ontario, Canada, March 1993 

 2 

1 1.5.1 The Eleventh hour 
Awards 
Australian Book Publishers Association Book Design 
awards, 1988, Highly Commended 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary and Secondary 
categories, 1988, 3pp 
Letter of congratulations from Val Noake for most 
popular book in KOALA Infants/Primary category, 18 
September 1989, 1p 
Photo of other authors at Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 26 October 1989 
Booklet of congratulations from everyone attending 
the Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
ceremony, 26 October 1989 
Letter of congratulations from Miranda Harrowell 
accompanying the photo and booklet, 8 December 
1989 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Secondary category, 1990 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
congratulatory certificate on shortlisting, 1990 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
shortlist, Picture Story Book, 1989 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
certificate, Best Picture Story Book, 1989 

Val Noake, Secretary, Kids 
Own Australian Literature 
Award (KOALA) 
Miranda Harrowell, 
President, Kids Own 
Australian Literature Award 
(KOALA) 
 
Hugo McCann, Awards Co-
ordinator, Children’s Book 
Council of Australia 
 
Patricia Adam, Marketing 
Manager, Penguin Books 
Australia 
 
Jo Leonard, Children’s 
Services Librarian, 
Melbourne City Libraries 
 
David Barron, ACT 
Librarian, ACT Library 
Service 
 
Sue Martin, Convenor, 
COOL Awards 
 

2 
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Letter from Hugo McCann informing that publisher 
has entered book for Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) awards, 15 December 1998 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) shortlist, 
Picture Book of the Year, 1989  
Invitation letter from Hugo McCann to attend the 
Awards ceremony on 21 July 1989 in Hobart, 29 May 
1989 
Letter of congratulations from Hugo McCann on 
winning Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) 
Picture Book of the Year, 29 June 1989 
List of winners of the 1989 CBCA awards (embargoed 
until 21 July 1989), 10pp 
Letter of congratulations from Patricia Adam on 
being a joint winner, Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year, 3 July 
1989 
CBCA Awards ceremony program, seating name 
cards & list of winners, 21 July 1989 
Articles about book being shortlisted for CBCA 
award, 1989 
Letter from Jo Leonard congratulating author on 
CBCA Picture Book of the Year award, 1989 
Letter of congratulations from David Barron for 
being the runner up for Canberra’s Own Outstanding 
List (COOL) awards, 23 October 1991 
Articles about book being runner up for Canberra’s 
Own Outstanding List (COOL) awards, 1991 
Letter of congratulations from David Barron for 
being in the Top Three for Canberra’s Own 
Outstanding List (COOL) awards, 28 October 1992 
Fax from Sue Martin inviting creator to Canberra’s 
Own Outstanding List (COOL) 1994 awards, winner, 
illustrated division, 6 October 1994 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.5.2 The Eleventh hour 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture 
Book of the Year winner’s certificate, 1989 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) poster of 
shortlisted books, 1989 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 8 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.5.3 The Eleventh hour 
Promotional tours & visits, Australia, 1988-89 
Book Sales Conference dinner, Leura, NSW, 3 August 
1988 invitations, itinerary, dinner competition 
questions & answers, team answer sheets 
Itineraries for promotional tour to Hobart, 
Melbourne, Darwin, Canberra, Sydney, Adelaide, 
Brisbane & Perth, 28 October-10 December 1988 
Invitation from Penguin Books to launch book, 
Melbourne Zoo, 11 November 1988 
Speech on the design of the book, handwritten, 
1988, 2pp 
Promotional materials & articles for lunches, 
signings and talks, 1988-1989 
Photos from school visits, unlabelled 
Photo negatives from a signing, undated 

 2 

1 1.5.4 The Eleventh hour  
The Inside Story guide to clues, references, allusions 
& red herrings, photocopy, 6pp 
The Inside Story guide to clues, references, allusions 
& red herrings, copyright attachment to the book, 2 
copies, 6pp 

 2 

1 1.5.5 The Eleventh hour 
Promotion in Australia 
Viking Kestrel/Penguin pre-publication promotional 
pack for media & booksellers, including marketing 
plans, badge, watch & stickers 
Decals for shop windows, 3 copies 
Letter from Claire Beaumont about an animated 
window display in Dymocks Sydney bookstore in 
December 1988, 28 September 1988, 1p 
Ideas for Dymocks window display, handwritten, 
including sketch, 1p 
Article on the printing deadline met by Dalton Fine 
Paper & APPM papermakers at the Wesley Vale mill, 
Tasmania, Something on Paper, December 1988, 4pp 
Letter from Kerry White requesting a donated copy 
of the book, handwritten, 24 October 1988, 2 pp 
Letter to Stuart Dewar from Claire Beaumont to 
accompany a signed copy of the book and badges for 
all the children, 2 November 1988, 1p 
Penguin Books Australia weekly summary of reports 
from sale representatives, week ending 18 
November 1988, 14pp 
Double platinum certificate from Penguin 
announcing book sales to the value of $2.2 million, 8 
December 1988 

Claire Beaumont, 
Children’s Marketing Dept, 
Penguin Books Australia 
 
Kerry White, parent, 
Mount Keira 
Demonstration School, 
NSW 
 
Stuart Dewar, principal, 
Mount Keira 
Demonstration School, 
NSW 

2 
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Penguin promotional pack for media & booksellers, 
encouraging readers to send for a free copy of The 
Eleventh hour – The Inside story, 1989 
Application from Grade 3 Wheeler, Arawa, Papua 
New Guinea for the free copy of The Eleventh hour – 
The Inside story 
Promotional video (5 minutes), audio script, typed, 
2pp 
Promotional video, (5 minutes), sound & music 
summary, handwritten, 2pp 
Promotional video, (5 minutes), visual, voice, music 
& sound effects schedule, handwritten, 2pp 
Myers Melbourne Christmas Windows 1998 display 
articles, competitions and postcards 
Articles & advertising in newspapers, journals, 
catalogues & magazines 1988-2008 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.5.6 The Eleventh hour 
Viking Kestrel pre-publication promotional pack for 
media & booksellers, poster 

 8 

1 1.5.7 The Eleventh hour 
Promotion in the United States and the UK 
Letter from Elizabeth Robbins summarising Abrams’ 
activities to promote the book to booksellers, 25 
August 1989, 2pp 
Pan Books competition flyer to win various items, 
1989, 1p 
Promotional articles & advertising in newspapers, 
journals, catalogues & magazines 1988-2007 

Elizabeth Robbins, Vice 
President, Harry N Abrams, 
Inc, New York 

2 

1 1.5.8 The Eleventh hour 
Promotional tour to United States, June 1989 
American Library Association (ALA) Conference, 
Dallas, June 1989 photo 
ALA Conference newsletter booth details, 
Dallas,1989 
Invitation to cocktail reception, Dallas, 26 June 1989 

 2 

1 1.5.9 The Eleventh hour 
Promotional tour to United States, October-
November 1989 
Harry N Abrams, Inc promotional folder including 2 
photos, itinerary, biographical information 
Advertising for “meet the author” events 
Script of Good Morning America radio interview, 
New York, 24 October 1989 
Invitation to & speech at American Library 
Association reception, Chicago, 27 October 1989 

 2 

1 1.5.10 The Eleventh hour 
Reviews, Australia & NZ, 1988-1998 
 

 2 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.5.11 The Eleventh hour 
Reviews, United States, 1989-1993 

 2 

1 1.5.12 The Eleventh hour 
Reviews, Canada, 1989 

 2 

1 1.5.13 The Eleventh hour – murals & paintings at Fremont 
Medical Centre (US) Paediatrics Dept. 
Letter from Patti Odor-Lowe detailing the process of 
replicating Eleventh Hour artwork as painting & 
murals, 1996, 7 pp 
Article about the project, Arts, a Yuba-Sutter 
Regional Arts Council publication, Jan-Feb 1995 
Article about the project, Arts, a Yuba-Sutter 
Regional Arts Council publication March-April 1996 
Fax from Robert Sessions to Patti Odor-Lowe 
thanking her for her letter, 9 April 1996, 2pp 
Letter from Graeme Base to Patti Odor-Lowe in 
response to her letter, 30 April 1996, 2pp 

Patti Odor-Lowe, artist 
 
Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Penguin 
 

2 

1 1.6.1 The Sign of the seahorse 
Awards 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
runner-up, Picture Story, 1992 
Letter from Julie Watts with congratulations on 
shortlisting for Young Australians Best Book Awards 
(YABBA) 1993 awards, 27 September 1993, 1 p  
Letter from Helen Reynolds with congratulations on 
winning Young Australians Best Book Awards 
(YABBA) Picture Books award 1993, 10 November 
1993, 1 p  
Letter from Julie Watts with congratulations on 
winning Young Australians Best Book Awards 
(YABBA) Picture Books award 1993, 23 November 
1993, 1 p  
Young Australians Best Book Awards Young 
Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) Certificate, 
Best Picture Story, 1993 
Letter from Julie Watts with congratulations on 
being shortlisted for Books I Love Best Yearly (BILBY) 
Read Alone & Read Aloud awards 1993, 1 October 
1993, 4pp 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary and Secondary 
categories, 1993, 3pp 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
shortlist for Infants/Primary category, 1995, 2pp 
Letter from Julie Watts with congratulations on 
being shortlisted for Kids Own Australian Literature 
Awards (KOALA) Awards Infants/Primary 1995, 2 
November 1995, 1 p  

Julie Watts, Publisher 
Children’s Books, Penguin 
Australia 
 
Helen Reynolds, Awards 
Co-ordinator, Young 
Australians Best Book 
Award Council 
 
Miranda Harrowell, 
President, KOALA Council 
 
Tracy Hoogland, Awards 
Convenor, Canberra’s Own 
Outstanding List 

3 
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Letter from Miranda Harrowell with congratulations 
on being shortlisted for Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA) Awards 1996, 29 May 
1996, 2pp  
Letter from Julie Watts with congratulations on 
being shortlisted for Kids Own Australian Literature 
Awards (KOALA) Awards 1996, 3 June 1996, 4pp  
Letter to Miranda Harrowell declining invitation to 
attend awards presentation, 18 June 1996, 1p 
Letter of congratulations from Tracy Hoogland for 
being shortlisted for Canberra’s Own Outstanding 
List (COOL) awards, 31 July 1995, 1p 
 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.6.2 The Sign of the seahorse 
Itinerary package from Stoddart Publishing for 
promotional tour of Toronto, Canada, 25-29 
September 1992 

 3 

1 1.6.3 The Sign of the seahorse 
Promotional tour of the United States, 30 
September-30 October 1992 
Plans of daily city visits, June 1992, 2pp 
Itinerary from Lynn Goldberg Communications, Inc 
as at 30 September 1992, 56pp 
Rough handwritten plan of daily events, 1p 
Fax from Bob Sessions updating author on a range of 
matters, 12 October 1992, 3pp 
Revised itinerary as of 21 October 1992, 13pp 
Invitation (as guest speaker) to a reception & charity 
auction of creator’s artworks at Every Picture Tells a 
Story Gallery, Los Angeles, 27 October 1992 
Revised itinerary as of 29 October 1992, 4pp 
Broadcast excerpt, Good Morning America, 1 
October 1992, 4pp 
Transcripts of 3 radio interviews, October 1992 
2 colour photos (2 copies of each) Morning News 
Tribune, 1992 

Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Penguin  

3 

1 1.6.3A The Sign of the seahorse 
Promotional tour of the United States, 30 
September-30 October 1992 
Promotional pack from Harry N Abrams Inc for 
booksellers & editors, 1992 
Final tour itinerary, 10 December 1992, 67pp 

 3 

1 1.6.4 The Sign of the seahorse 
Promotional material in newspaper, journals, 
catalogues & flyers, United States, 1992 
 
 
 

 3 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.6.5 The Sign of the seahorse 
Promotional tour of Australia, 2-13 November 1992 
Itinerary of the promotional tour of Australia, 2-13 
November 1992, 14pp 
Promotional material relating to events during the 
promotional tour, 1992 

 3 

1 1.6.6 The Sign of the seahorse 
Promotion in Australia 
Pre-release promotion by Penguin Books, October 
1992 
Hardback marketing plan lead promotion, Australia, 
November 1992, 6pp 
Promotional name plates from Dymocks Book Store 
(9 copies) 
Reader’s Digest Australia competition to win a 
Graeme Base set of books 
Griffin Press production profile, 2 copies 
Paperback promotional material, 1996 

 3 

1 1.6.7 The Sign of the seahorse 
Articles relating to a possible film project to be made 
in the United States, 1992-1994 

 3 

1 1.6.8 The Sign of the seahorse 
Reviews, Australia, 1992-1998 

 3 

1 1.6.9 The Sign of the seahorse 
Reviews, Canada, 1992-199 

 3 

1 1.6.10 The Sign of the seahorse 
Reviews, United States, 1992-199 

 3 

1 1.6.11 The Sign of the seahorse 
Letter of request for the Danish edition from Belle 
Alderman, 12 October 1992, 1p 
Letter of thank you for the Danish edition from Belle 
Alderman, 27 October 1992, 1p 
Article in Zeit Magazin (German), 21 January 1994, 
7pp 

Belle Alderman, Volunteer, 
Lu Rees Archives 

3 

1 1.7.1 The Discovery of dragons 
Awards 
Notification from Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) that Penguin Books had entered the 
book for the 1997 CBCA awards, 5 December 1996 
Letter of congratulations from CBCA for the 
shortlisting of the book in the Notable Books 
category, 29 May 1997, 2pp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.7.2 The Discovery of dragons 
Promotion in Australia, New Zealand & the UK 
Early media pack, 8pp 
Interview with Australian Country Style, December 
1996, 4pp 
Advertising in newspapers, journals & catalogues, 
September-December 1996 
Meet the author events, Australia, September-
December 1996 
Competitions to win copies of the book in Australia, 
1996-1999 
Advertising in journals, UK, July 1996 
Itinerary for the promotional tour of New Zealand, 
14-16 October 1996 

 3 

1 1.7.3 The Discovery of dragons 
Promotional tour of United States 20 October-10 
November 1996 
Itinerary for promotional tour of United States 20 
October-10 November 1996 
Transcripts of radio interviews, October-November 
1996 
Meet the author events, 1996 

 3 

1 1.7.4 The Discovery of dragons 
Reviews, Australia, 1996-1998 

 3 

1 1.7.5 The Discovery of dragons 
Reviews, United States, 1996 

 3 

1 1.8.1 The Worst band in the Universe 
Multi-disciplinary project 
Project overview, v 1, 4pp 
Story outline, August 1994, 9pp 
Project overview, v 2, October 1994, 9pp 
Picture book preliminary outline, September 1994, 
7pp (2 copies) 
Essential themes in picture book, 3pp 
Picture book manuscript, handwritten edits, 5pp 
Picture book expanded storyline, 3pp 
Picture book main plot points, 3pp 
Picture book manuscript, handwritten edits, October 
1994, 13pp 
Picture book manuscript, handwritten edits, October 
1994, 6pp 
Picture book manuscript, handwritten edits, 22 
October 1994, 10pp 
Picture book manuscript, 27 October 1994, 3pp 
Picture book illustration descriptions, 30 August 
1996, 4pp 
Character illustration, black & white, photocopy, 1p 
 

 4 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.8.1A The Worst band in the Universe 
Multi-disciplinary project 
Proposal for a TV series, 19 May 1994, 3pp 
Story breakdown for film version, 3pp 
Story outline for film version, September 1994, 17pp 
Film treatment, January 1995, 22pp 

 4 

1 1.8.2 The Worst band in the Universe 
Awards 
Congratulatory letter from Lisa Adderly on being 
shortlisted in Convenors’ Award category, 1999 
Aurealis Awards for Speculative Fiction, 23 February 
2000, 2pp 
Congratulatory letter from Leena Maissen, 
Certificate of Honour for Illustration & folder from 
International Board on Books for Young People 
(IBBY), 25 February 2000 
Congratulatory letter from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for CBCA Notable Books 2000, 12 July 
2000, 2pp 
Congratulatory letter from Lisa Adderly on being 
selected in the White Raven catalogue of 
international notable children’s titles produced by 
the International Youth Library, Munich, 26 August 
2000, 1p 

Lisa Adderly, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 
Leena Maissen, Executive 
Director, IBBY 
 
Laura Harris, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 

4 

1 1.8.3 The Worst band in the Universe 
Promotional material in newspapers, journals & 
catalogues, Australia, 1999 
Competitions to win copies of the book in Australia, 
1999 

 4 

1 1.8.4 The Worst band in the Universe 
Articles & radio transcripts relating to the 
promotional tour of United States, 1999 
Promotional material in newspapers, journals & 
catalogues, United States, 1999 

 4 

1 1.8.5 The Worst band in the Universe 
Reviews, Australia, 1999-2001 

 4 

1 1.8.6 The Worst band in the Universe 
Reviews, United States, 1999 

 4 

1 1.8.7 The Worst band in the Universe 
Reviews, UK, 1999 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.9.1 The Waterhole 
Awards 
Letter from Peter Williams noting that book has 
been entered in the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) 2002 Book of the Year awards, 6 
December 2001, 1p 
CBCA Notable Australian Children’s Books list, 2002 
Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on 
winning the 2002 Young Australian Readers Awards 
(YARA), Picture Book category, 15 January 2002, 2pp 
Letter of congratulations from Lisa Adderly on being 
shortlisted for the 2002 Wilderness Society 
Environment Award for Children’s Literature 
Awards, Picture Book category, including certificate, 
25 July 2002, 2pp 
Letter of congratulations from Lisa Adderly on being 
commended for the 2002 The Royal Zoological 
Society of New South Wales Whitley Book Awards, 
Children’s Illustrated Book category, 3 October 2002 
Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for the 2003 Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 25 August 2003, 2pp 
Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for the 2004 Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 21 September 2004, 2pp 
KOALA certificates for Top 10 books in 2003, 2004 & 
2005 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
shortlist 2004, 1p 

Peter Williams, Awards 
Coordinator, Children’s 
Book Council of Australia 
 
Laura Harris, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 
Lisa Adderly, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 

4 

1 1.9.2 The Waterhole 
Awards 
The Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales 
Whitley Book 2002 Awards, Children’s Illustrated 
Book category, commendation certificate 

 8 

1 1.9.3 The Waterhole 
Promotional material in catalogues & newspapers, 
Australia & United States, 2002-2008 
Promotional booklet in Chinese 

 4 

1 1.10.1 Truck dogs (working titles - The Construction Gang & 
Rust buckets) 
Ms, hand written, 3pp 
The Construction Gang cast, synopsis & story outline, 
4pp 
Illustrations of Gang members, black & white, 
Photocopies, August 1998, 6pp 
Rust buckets picture book & TV series outlines, 2 
version, 2pp 
Ms, Rust buckets, typed, versions, 17pp 

 4 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

1 1.10.2 Truck dogs 
Awards 
Letter of congratulations from Judy Moss on being 
shortlisted for the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) 2004 Book of the Year for Younger 
Readers, 13 April 2004 
Letter of congratulations from Lisa Adderly on being 
shortlisted for the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) 2004 Book of the Year for Younger 
Readers, 28 April 2004 
CBCA Notable Australian Children’s Books list, 2004 
CBCA Book of the Year for Younger Readers shortlist 
certificate 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA) 
shortlist 2004, 1p 
Kids Own Reading Oz Choice (KROC) 2004 awards, 
winner’s certificate 
Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for the 2004 Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 21 September 2004, 2pp 
KOALA Older Readers 2004 winner certificate 
Invitation from Amanda Filshie to attend YABBA 
awards ceremony, 17 November 2004, 3pp 

Judy Moss, Children’s Book 
Council of Australia 
 
Lisa Adderly, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 
Laura Harris, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 
Amanda Filshie, Awards 
Convenor, YABBA 
 

4 

1 1.10.3 Truck dogs 
Launch brochure, 8 October 2003 
Promotional material in catalogues & newspapers, 
Australia & United States, 2003-2004 
Reviews, Australia, 2003 
 

 4 

1 1.11.1 Jungle drums 
Awards 
Kids Own Australian Literature Awards (KOALA) 
2005, Top 10, certificate 
Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year 2005 
Best Book for Language Development, Lower 
Primary, certificate 
Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for the 2007 Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 17 August 2007 
Promotional material in a catalogue 

Laura Harris, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 

4 

1 1.11.2 Jungle drums 
An activity packet and poster 

 8 

1 1.12.1 Uno’s garden 
Marketing campaign for & promotional tour of 
Australia, August-November 2006, 12pp 
Promotional material in newspapers, magazine & 
catalogues, Australia & United States, 2006 

Laura Harris, Publisher, 
Books for Children & Young 
Adults, Penguin Australia 
 

4 
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Letter of congratulations from Laura Harris on being 
shortlisted for the 2007 Kids Own Australian 
Literature Awards (KOALA), 17 August 2007 
Newton Marasco Foundation (US) Green Earth Book 
Award 2007, folder & certificate 
Young Australians Best Book Awards (YABBA), 
Picture Story Book winner 2008, certificate 
Reviews, Australia, 2006 

1 1.13.1 Enigma 
Promotional material in newspapers, magazine & 
catalogues, Australia, 2008 
Reviews, Australia & United States, 2008 
Donation of the entire production archive for 
Enigma to the State Library of Victoria, SLV News 
March-June 2009 

 4 

SERIES 2 - CALENDARS, WALL FRIEZES, COLORING BOOK 
 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

2 2.1.1 Animalia wall frieze 
Promotional material, Australia & United States, 
1987-1992 
Reviews, Australia, 1987-1992 

 5 

2 2.2.1 Dragons, draaks and beasties calendar 1990 
Competition, 1989-1990 
Promotional material, 1990 
Reviews, 1989 

 5 

2 2.3.1 The Eleventh hour calendar 1991 
Reviews, Australia, 1990 
 

 5 

2 2.4.1 Animalia calendars 1990 &1992 
Reviews, Australia, 1990 
Promotional material, Australia & United States, 
1991 

 5 

2 2.5.1 The Sign of the seahorse calendar 1994 
Promotional material, United States, 1993 
Fax from Lesley Dunt notifiying the author that the 
calendar has been entered in a design award 
competition, 1 December 1993, 2pp 

Lesley Dunt, Viking O’Neil, 
Melbourne 

5 

2 2.6.1 Animalia coloring book 
Promotional material, United States, 1995 

 5 

2 2.7.1 The Best of Graeme Base calendar 1999 
Promotional material, 1998 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5 
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SERIES 3 – AUDIO, VIDEO, FILM & MUSICAL 
 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

3 3.1.1 Animalia videotape 
Correspondence between Michael Edwards and Bob 
Sessions about making an educational videotape 
based on Animalia,1986-1987, 10pp 
Letter from Graham Giblin to Michael Edwards with 
a range of quotes for the videotape, undated, 4pp 

Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Penguin 
 
Michel Edwards, Eight A 
Pty Ltd 
 
Graham Giblin, The Video 
Paint Brush Co. 

5 

3 3.2.1 Animalia the interactive program CD-ROM 
Preliminary design notes, 1994, 4pp 

 5 

3 3.3.1 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Submission to the Victoria Commission Committee 
for financial support to produce a stage musical, 
September 1996, 47pp  
Fax from Brett Randall to author with a project 
timeline for a concert version of the book, 21 April 
1998, 2pp 
Letter from Robert Sessions responding to Brett 
Randall’s fax, 21 May 1997, 3pp 
Communications between author and Graeme 
Brown with regard to the music for a proposed 
concert, May-June 1997, 5pp 
Communications between author and Alix Rhodes 
regarding the songs and updates to the Victoria 
Commission Committee submission, July-August 
1997, 13pp 
Remittance advice for supply of 12 CDs, 7 August 
1997 

Brett Randall, CEO, 
Victorian Arts Centre 
 
Robert Sessions, Publishing 
Director, Penguin Australia 
 
Graeme Brown, Composer, 
Arranger & Producer, 
Graeme Brown Productions 
P/L 
 
Alix Rhodes, Senior 
Projects Officer, Victorian 
Arts Centre 

5 

3 3.3.2 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Creative team list, budget and timeline, 11 August 
2000, 4pp 
Audition schedule for roles, 11 December 2000, 1p 
Curriculum vitae for auditionees, 24pp 
Handwritten comments for each auditionee, 1p 
Rehearsal schedule, 19-28 February 2001, 7pp 
Revised rehearsal schedule, 26-28 February 2001, 
3pp 
Phone list of staff and performers, 1p 
Fax from Robyn Hollands with menu options for the 
post performance dinner, 1 March 2001, 5pp 
Fax from Jill Smith regarding the legal agreement for 
a videotape recording of a theatrical production, 5 
March 2001, 3pp 
 
 
 

Robyn Hollands, 
Melbourne Symphony 
 
Jill Smith, General 
Manager, Play Box 

5 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

3 3.3.3 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Invitation to the media launch, Melbourne 
Aquarium, 7 February 2001 
Promotional material, Melbourne, 1-3 March 2001 

 5 

3 3.3.4 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Poster for Melbourne production, 1-3 March 2001 

 8 

3 3.3.5 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Reviews and thank you letters and cards, 2001 

 5 

3 3.3.6 The Sign of the seahorse: the concert 
Promotional material, Adelaide, 15-16 November 
2002 
Brochure signed by numerous members of the 
creative cast & team 

 5 

3 3.4.1 The Sign of the seahorse: the musical 
Seat ticket for Wesley College Junior School, 
Melbourne performance, 28 October 2004 

 5 

3 3.5.1 Animalia television series 
Preview articles, 2004-2007 
Interviews, 2007 
Animated music collection notes (incl cover artwork) 
for TV series, full-length video & audio CD, 4pp 
Animalia trailer DVD, 2.25 hours 

 5 

3 3.5.2 Animalia television series 
BBC promotional material, incl carry bag, mouse 
pad, notepad, photograph, magazine, 2007 

 5 

3 3.6.1 The Gallant Captain film 
Aspen Shortfest Best Short Short Film award, 2014 
to Katrina Mathers & Graeme Base 
Congratulatory letter to Katrina Mathers from 
Lauren Thielen & George Eldred, on winning the 
award, 22 April 2014 
Festival du court metrage Clermont-ferrand 2014 
programme 

Katrina Mathers, co-
producer 
 
Lauren Thielen & George 
Eldren, Co-Directors, Aspen 
Film, Colorado 

5 

SERIES 4 – ARTWORK not specific to a title 
 

4 4.1.1 Artwork in Victorian Dept of Education magazines 
as identified by Graeme Base. 
Challenge, no 1, 1981, p31 & back cover 
Explorer, no 21, 1981, front cover 
Challenge, no 3, 1982, back cover 
Challenge, no 4, 1982, back cover 
Challenge, no 1, 1983, back cover 
Challenge, no 3, 1983, back cover 
Challenge, no 5, 1983, back cover 
 
 
 

 6 
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Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

4 4.2.1 Cover illustrations on books 
Book – Martin, David The Man in the red turban, 
Ringwood, Vic, Penguin Australia, 1981, cover 
illustrations by Graeme Base 
Book - Rudolf Szibrowski, Kevin Lahiff & Stan Pianko 
Explorations Maths Workshop Book series, 
Melbourne, Thomas Nelson, 1987, cover illustrations 
by Graeme Base 

 6 

4 4.3.1 Poster for United Nations International Literacy 
Year 1990 
Promotional pack including photo of the poster, 
photo of the poster launch, UN brochures, 
promotional material from Harry N Abrams, Inc 
Speech to the United Nations, handwritten and 
typed versions, 18 October 1989 
Journal article, December 1989 

 6 

4 4.4.1 Exhibitions in Australia 
LaTrobe Valley Arts Centre exhibition, 1990, 
newspaper article 
Carroll Foundation project “Alice 125” exhibition, 
Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane & Adelaide, 1990-
1991, catalogue 
Dromkeen “retrospective exhibition of illustrative 
art”, invitation & promotion note, February 1993, 
invitation & newspaper article 
Victorian Arts Centre “ways of seeing” exhibition, 
May 1994, newspaper articles 
“Down under & over here Children’s Book 
Illustration from Australia & America” travelling 
exhibition 1998-2000, catalogue 
Dubbo Regional Gallery “Animal Tales” travelling 
exhibition catalogue, 3 July-10 October 1999, 
catalogue 
Victorian Arts Centre “The Graeme Base 
retrospective” exhibition, 5 November-5 December 
[1999], brochure 
Gasworks Art Park, Melbourne “wings, webs and 
water” exhibition, April 2002, magazine article 
MARS Gallery “The art of Graeme Base” exhibition, 
19 November-21 December 2008, opening invitation 
& newspaper articles 
MARS Gallery “Graeme Base: Private collection” 
exhibition, 13 March-13 April 2014, newspaper 
articles 
Bayside Arts & Cultural Centre “Graeme Base” 
exhibition, 14 March-26 April 2015, brochure 

 6 
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LaTrobe Regional Gallery “Illustrations Graeme 
Base” exhibition, 15 August -4 October 2015, 
opening invitation & brochure 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

4 4.5.1 ‘The Emperial General’ (single illustration in The 
Emperor’s new clothes) 
Fax to Fonda Snyder with suggestions for changes to 
illustrations in the book, 17 June 1997, 1p 
Page 1 only of a draft letter from Bob Sessions to 
Fonda Snyder, expressing some concerns about both 
this book and The Sign of the seahorse both being 
released in 1998, 10 July 1997, 1p  
Fax to Fonda Snyder with suggestions for changes to 
‘The Emperial General’ illustration in the book, 23 
July 1997, 1p 
Fax to Paul Gottlieb convincing him that including an 
illustration in the book is a sound idea, 5 August 
1997, 2pp 
Rough pen sketch of ‘The Imperial General’, 1p 
Invitation (and envelope) to the Starbright 
Foundation fundraising event to celebrate the 
publication of the book, 15 October 1998 
Letter accompanying the complimentary copy of the 
book (book not included here) 
RSVP & donation forms for the event on 15 October 
1998 

Fonda Synder, Senior Vice 
President, Storyopolis, Los 
Angeles 
 
Bob Sessions, Publisher, 
Penguin 
 
Paul Gottlieb, Publisher, 
Harry N Abrams Inc 
 

6 

4 4.6.1 The Art of Graeme Base by Julie Watts 
Book reviews October 2008-January 2009 
Invitation to launch of book, 19 November 2008 (2 
copies) 

 6 

4 4.7.1 Artwork on a clock for “Art in Time” fundraising 
auction for The Victorian Animal Aid Trust, 12 May 
1997, catalogue 
Insect artwork on Australia Post stamps, September 
2003, stamps & newspaper article 
Illustration and poem created as a fundraiser to the 
Victorian Red Cross Bushfire Appeal, 2009, 
newspaper article 
Illustration of the Official 2010 Victorian Premier’s 
Reading Challenge certificate, June 2010, newspaper 
article 
Elephant sculpture, 1 of 50 sculptures installed in 
Melbourne city to celebrate Melbourne Zoo’s 150th 
anniversary, 9 August-21 September 2012, 
newspaper article 
Donation of Graeme Base artwork by Albert Ullin to 
the National Gallery of Victoria, NGV annual report 
2014-2015 
 

 6 
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SERIES 5 – OTHER PAPERS 
 

Series Folder Description & Date Range Key Contacts Box 

5 5.1.1 Autobiographical & biographical material 
Newspaper articles, magazine articles, journal 
articles, 1986-2008 
The Scholastic Children’s Literature Card collection, 
Graeme Base card 
Interview on audiotape, 1994 

 7 

5 5.1.1A Autobiographical & biographical material 
Book – Illustratorbook: Australian illustrator profiles 
edited and designed by Jonathan Appleton, 
Cremorne, NSW, Rippa Reading, 1991, 72pp  
Book – Deborah Kovacs & James Preller Meet the 
authors and illustrators, Volume 2 New York, 
Scholastic Professional Books, 1993, 143pp 
Letter from Deborah Kovacs to accompany the book, 
17 November 1993, 1p 
Book – McCutchan, Robyn Draw to design Milton, 
Qld, Jacaranda Press, 1994, 192pp 
Book - Curtain, Eleanor Graeme Base writer and 
illustrator St Leonards, NSW, Horwitz Martin, 2000, 
16pp (2 copies) 

Deborah Kovacs, author 7 

5 5.2.1 Photographs of the author (not specific to any one 
title) 

 7 

5 5.3.1 Best seller lists in newspapers & magazines, 
Australia, 1986-2008 

 7 

5 5.4.1 Best seller lists in newspapers & magazines, Canada, 
United States & UK, 1986-1997 

 7 

5 5.5.1 Abrams 50 Years of illustrated book publishing 
catalogues 1999-2000 

 7 

5 5.6.1 Correspondence & papers (not specific to any one 
title) 
Permission from Mirror Australian Telegraph 
Publications to reproduce a photograph of author, 
27 May 1992, 1p 
Invitation to Swinburne University of Technology 
Chancellor’s Alumni cocktail party, 8 November 1995 
Students in 4th Grade at Charlestown Elementary 
School, Rhode Island, USA “adopt” Graeme Base by 
writing him letters, The Chariho Times, 7 December 
1995, 1p 
Reference to Graeme Base in article interviewing 
Margaret Hamilton, A Passion for Publishing, 
Classroom, July 1998, 2pp 
Thank you letter from The Deaf-Blind Association, 
Victoria, September 1999, 1p 

 7 
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Maharishi School Winter Festival Award, Education 
& Enlightenment presented to Graeme Base, 21 June 
2000 
Butterfly wobbler decoration 

 


