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Children and War 

A bibliography of Australian children’s books that look at the impact war has 

on children. 

As long as there have been wars children have been affected. A 1996 report to 

the United Nations reported that in the ongoing conflicts around the world 

civilians are becoming increasingly and severely affected by war and around 

half are children and adolescents under 18 years of age. Save the Children 

organisation estimated that in 2021 more than 450 million children worldwide 

or 1 in 6 are living in a conflict zone. This impacts enormously on a child’s 

mental, physical and social well-being with long-term consequences to their 

growth and development lasting well not adulthood.  

Whilst reading about or discussing war can be distressing it is important to gain 

an understanding and develop empathy and compassion for the suffering of 

others.  

A useful tool is the following annotated bibliography published by The 

Children’s Book Council of Australia in 2014. The titles are predominantly 

Australian it does however list some English language books published 

overseas. 

HAMILTON, Margaret, LONG, Julie and THOMAS, Rosemary 
Mud and Blood and Tears. An annotated list of children’s books about war and 
conflict. The Children’s Book Council of Australia, 2014. ISBN: 9780646919706 
 

 

 



Children and War Bibliography 
April 2023 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADUT, Deng Thiak 
Songs of a War Boy. Lothian, 2019. ISBN: 9780734419620 
 
ALEXANDER, Goldie 
Hanna. My Holocaust story. Scholastic Australia, 2015. ISBN: 9781743629673 
 
ANTLE, Nancy 
The Longest War. Puffin Books, 1998. ISBN: 0141303247. 
 
ARENA, Felice 
The boy and the spy. Puffin Books, 2017. ISBN:9780143309284 
 
ARENA, Felice 
A great escape. Puffin Books, 2019. ISBN: 9780143794042 
 
ARENA, Felice 
The unstoppable Flying Flannagan. Puffin Books, 2022. ISBN: 9781761044366 
 
BAILLIE, Allan 
Little Brother. Puffin Books, 1985. ISBN: 0143301748 
 
BALDERSON, Margaret. Illustrated by Victor G Ambrus 
When Jays fly to Bárbmo. Oxford University Press, 1968.  
 
BAVATI. Robyn 
Within these Walls. Scholastic Australia, 2016. ISBN: 9781760152857 
 
BEAMES, Margaret 
Josef’s Bear. Lothian, 2004. ISBN: 0734406614 
 
BOWEN, Victoria 
War’s End. Woolshed Press (Random House Australia), 2008. ISBN: 9781741663662 
 
CHALLINOR, Deborah 
Vietnam: My Australian Story. Scholastic Press, 2015. ISBN: 9781743628003 
 
COLLINS, Eva 
Ask No Questions. Puncher & Wattman, 2022. ISBN: 9781922571342 
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DANDO-COLLINS, Stephen 
Tank Boys. Random House, 2014. ISBN: 9780857981301 
 
DUBOSARSKY, Ursula 
The Blue Cat. Allen & Unwin, 2017. ISBN: 9781760292294 
 
ENGLISH-HAWKE, Kiri 
The Handkerchief Map. Glass House Books, 2014. ISBN: 9781922120861 
 
FRENCH, Jackie 
Goodbye, Mr Hitler. Angus & Robertson, 2017. ISBN: 9781460751299 
 
FRENCH, Jackie 
 Hitler’s Daughter. Angus & Robertson, 1999. ISBN: 0207198012 
 
FRENCH, Jackie 
Pennies for Hitler. Angus & Robertson, 2012. ISBN:  9780732292096 
 
FRENCH, Jackie 
Soldier on the Hill. Angus & Robertson, 1997. ISBN: 0207196370 
 
GERVAY, Susanne 
Heroes of the Secret Underground. Angus & Robertson, 2021. ISBN:9781460758335 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
After. Penguin, 2012. ISBN: 9780670075447 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Always. Viking/Penguin Books, 2021. ISBN: 9780143793243 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Maybe. Viking/Penguin Books, 2017. ISBN: 9780670079377 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Now. Viking/Penguin Books, 2010. ISBN: 9780670074372 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Once. Puffin, 2005. ISBN: 9780143301950 

 

GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Soon. Viking/Penguin Books, 2015. ISBN: 9780670078875 
 
GLEITZMAN, Morris 
Then. Penguin, 2008. ISBN: 9780670072781 



Children and War Bibliography 
April 2023 

4 
 

HALL, Rodney 
Popeye never told you. Pier 9/Murdoch Books, 2010. ISBN: 9781741967593 
 
HARTNETT, Sonya 
Midnight Zoo. Viking/Penguin Books, 2010. ISBN: 9780670074051 
 
HARTNETT, Sonya. Illustrated by Anne Spudvilas 
The Silver Donkey. Viking/Penguin Books, 2004. ISBN: 0670042404 
 
HEFFERNAN, John 
Harry’s War. Omnibus/Scholastic Australia, 2011. ISBN: 9781862919273 
 
HEFFERNAN, John 
Naveed. Allen & Unwin, 2014. ISBN: 9781743312483. (Through My Eyes series) 
 
JABLONKA, Melina 
Domino Children. Trenwick House Publishing, 2014. ISBN: 9780992351342 
 
MATHER, Jill 
Twelve Terrible Tales. Children’s wartime stories. World War One, pests, parasites and 
perfectly awful itchy insects. Bookbound Publishing, 2010. ISBN: 9780980352726. 
 
MATTINGLEY, Christobel 
Asmir in Vienna. Puffin Books, 1995. ISBN: 0140380353 
 
MATTINGLEY, Christobel. Illustrated by Marianne Yamaguchi 
The Miracle Tree. Hodder Headline, 1985. ISBN: 0733602290 
 
MATTINGLEY, Christobel. Illustrated by Elizabeth Honey. 
No Gun for Asmir. Puffin Books, 1993. ISBN: 0140367292 
 
McROBBIE, David 
Vinnie’s War. Allen & Unwin, 2011. ISBN: 9781742375762 
 
METZLER, Paul. Illustrated By Sandy Bishop 
A Foreign Father. Hodder and Stoughton, 1978. 
 
MORWAKI, Yoko  
Yoko’s Diary. The life of a young girl in Hiroshima during WW11. Edited by Paul Ham, 
translated by Debbie Edwards. ABC/Harper Collins, 2013. ISBN: 9780733331183. 
 
MURELL, Belinda 
The Forgotten Pearl. Random House Australia, 2012. ISBN: 9781742753690 
 
NANNESTAD, Katrina. Illustrated by Martina Heiduczek 
Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief. ABC/Harper Collins, 2021. ISBN: 9780733341465 
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NANNESTAD, Katrina. Illustrated by Martina Heiduczek 
Waiting for the Storks. ABC/Harper Collins, 2022. ISBN: 9780733342271 
 
O’NEILL, Judith 
Jess and the River Kids. Hamish Hamilton, 1984. ISBN: 0241111838 
ROY, James and ZIHABAMWE, Noël 
One thousand hills. Omnibus Books., 2016. ISBN: 9781742990750 
 
SAXBY, Claire 
Haywire. Omnibus Books, 2020. ISBN: 9781742769196 
 
SKRYPUCH, Marsha Forchuk 
Stolen Child. Scholastic, 2010. ISBN: 8671760157241 
 
TRAVERS, P.L. 
I go by sea, I go by land. Collins, 1966 (first published 1941). 
 
TUCKER, Alan 
The bombing of Darwin. The diary of Tom Taylor 1942. Scholastic Press, 2002.  
ISBN: 186504363-X. (My Story series) 
 
TURNER, Ethel. Illustrated by Roger Jovansky 
The Cub. Ure Smith, 1978 (first published by Ward Lock & Co 1915) ISBN: 0725404655 
 
WANG, Gabrielle. Illustrated by Lucia Masciullo 
Pearlie the Spy. Puffin Books, 2014. ISBN: 9780143307969 
 
WEBSTER, Allayne L. 
Paper Planes. Omnibus Books/ Scholastic Australia, 2014. ISBN: 9781742990699 
 
WOLFER, Dianne. Illustrated by Brian Simmonds 
Lighthouse Girl. Fremantle Press, 2009. ISBN: 9781921361531 
 
ZAIL, Suzy 
Alexander Altmann A10567. Black Dog Books, 2014. ISBN: 9781922179999 
 
ZAIL, Suzy 
The Wrong Boy. Black Dog Books, 2012. ISBN: 9781742031651 
 
ZUSAK, Marcus 
The Book Thief. Picador/Pan Macmillan, 2005. ISBN: 033036426-X 
 
 


