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Welcome from the Editor 

 
dŚĞ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
Literature (NCACL) began in 1974 with a grant of 
$500 from the Federal Government to each 
ďƌĂŶĐŚ�ŽĨ�dŚĞ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽŽŬ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ�
Australia (CBCA). Lu Rees, who was the 
president of the ACT branch, suggested that a 
ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
literature should be formed. She offered her 
own collection of 500 books as a starting point, 
and being very persuasive, all the branches 
agreed and started sending books to her. The 
rest, as they say, is history! 

 
That history was celebrated in March this year with a series of events 
to mark such an impressive milestone. 50 years! This edition is 
dedicated to the ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ŽƵƌ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�ŚĂůĨ-
ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ�ŽĨ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘�/ƚ�ŚĂƐŶ͛ƚ�ďĞĞŶ�
a smooth road by any means, but tenacity and the belief that 
ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ƚĂŶŐŝďůĞ�way is 
important for future generations to see what came before was the 
fuel. 
 
As of 30 June, 2024, we hold over 59,110 books, 5,711 of these in 100 different languages. 
We have accepted 80 Cultural Gifts of artworks, papers and manuscripts and other items 
from authors, illustrators and others. In July 2022 our collection was valued for insurance 
purposes at $12,824,100. 
 
�Ɛ�ǁĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ĨŝƚƚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘�dŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ďǇ�
staff and children from Blue Gum Preschool (Hackett, ACT) who are exploring the concept of 
͚ĂĚǀŽĐĂĐǇ͛͘�dŚĞǇ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĚƌĂǁŶ�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ�
of the building they believe we need. We are very happy with where we are (thank you 
University of Canberra) but also very excited to receive these drawings. You will 
unfortunately need to wait until our next edition to view them. This edition belongs firmly 
to our past 50 years. Happy Birthday to us!  
 
Jane Carstens  
Editor 

An agreement to house the Collection in the Library of the 
Canberra College of Advanced Education (CCAE), now the 

University of Canberra, was reached on 15 July 1980. 
Pictured are Lu Rees, Douglas Waterhouse (Chairman of 

the College Council) and Victor Crittenden, CCAE Librarian. 

dŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ůŽŐŽ 
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50 Years of Achievements ʹ A Timeline 
 
1974 - EĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ďĞŐĂŶ. �ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽŽŬ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ�

Australia ACT Branch agrees to establish the Lu Rees collection 
1979 - Collecting translations began 
1980 - Collection moved from private homes to the Canberra College of Advanced Education 

(now the University of Canberra) 
1981 - Lu Rees Archives annual print journal began, continuing online from 2017 and 

renamed Behind the Imagined 
1988 - Deductible Gift Recipient and tax-exempt charity status achieved 
1991 - Formal Agreements began with the CCAE, now the University of Canberra 
1995 - CBCA national body provided funding for part-time staff which ended in 2014 
1997 - Website created by University of Canberra students 
2007 - tŽƌĚƐ�͙�WŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ�͙��ŽŽŬ͊�&ŝƌƐƚ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶ 
2012 - Lu Rees Archives registers as an independent incorporated body in the ACT 
2013 - �ŶŶƵĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛Ɛ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�EŽƚ-for-

Profits Commission (ACNC) 
2014 - Rebranding with new logo, tag lines and collateral 
2014 - Social media began: X (Twitter) + Facebook (11.4K followers) plus e-newsletter (720 

subscribers) 
2014 - Showcasing Treasures ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ 
2015 - Name change from Lu ZĞĞƐ��ƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ�ƚŽ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�

Literature Inc 
2016 - Ambassadors appointedͶJackie French followed by Christopher Cheng in 2017 
2018 - Launched free-standing website after the original website was hosted by the 

University of Canberra 1997-2014 
2018 - Sharing Stories exhibition, events and tour of IBBY International Board on Books for 

Young People (IBBY) international collection 
2019 - >ĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�Cultural Diversity Database 
2020 - >ĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander Resource funded by 

the Australian Government 
2021 - >ĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�sĞƌƐĞ�EŽǀĞůƐ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ 
2023 - >ĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ The Barrumbi Kids website teaching resource 
2023 - >ĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�Picture Books for Older Readers Database 
2023 ʹ dŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�Blog was launched 
2024 - �ĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͛Ɛ�50th birthday 
 
 
  

https://www.ncacl.org.au/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-ncacl-cultural-diversity-database/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-aboriginal-and-or-torres-strait-islander-resource/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/publications/the-barrumbi-kids-resource/the-barrumbi-kids/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-picture-books-for-older-readers-database/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/blog/blogspace/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/50th-birthday-celebrations/
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Our Party in Pictures 
>Ƶ�ZĞĞƐ�ǁƌŽƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ͘�
^ŚĞ�ǁƌŽƚĞ͗�͚The greatest help any publisher could give us would be to donate the new 
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂůůŽǁ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ĂďƌĞĂƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
growing field as it happens and to devote what time and money we have to filling in gaps in 
the collection from years past. This suggestion might seem too much to ask, but anything 
you could do towards this would be helpful.͛ 
 
What started as a grand idea is now 50 years old and gaining momentum every year. The 
official 50th party was held at the NCACL office at the University of Canberra on March 12 
where a large group gathered to hear speeches, recognise volunteers and celebrate what Lu 
Rees started 50 years ago.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators books 
stall -  

Interim Vice Chancellor Professor Lucy Johnston 

Gathering to hear the opening speech by Interim Vice Chancellor  
Professor Lucy Johnston 

 

Emeritus Professor Belle Alderman AM  
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Emeritus Professor Belle Alderman, Interim Vice Chancellor Professor Lucy Johnston, John Faulks, Bob Graham 

 

Book Cow Bookshop selling Canberra ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
writers and illustrators books 

 

�Žď�'ƌĂŚĂŵ͛Ɛ�ĂƌƚǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ Jigsaw 

 

Drinks at Mizzuna Cafe 

Emeritus Professor Belle Alderman receiving a commemorative plaque from 
Dr Malcolm Beazley, Director of the National Museum of Education 
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Life Memberships awarded to Bob Graham and Rose Howes  

On Tuesday 12 March 2024, Life Memberships were presented to Bob Graham and Rose 
Howes by John Faulks, Acting Chair of the NCACL Board͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�:ŽŚŶ�&ĂƵůŬƐ͛�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ͘ 

The thing that probably most distinguishes humans from machines is imagination. As 
William Arthur Ward said:  

If you can imagine it, you can achieve it. If you can dream it, you can become it. The man 
who has no imagination has no wings.  

Or, perhaps as Willy Wonka said:  

There is no life I know 

 To compare with pure imagination 

 Living there, you'll be free 

 If you truly wish to be.  

Or as Winston Churchill remarked in relation to King Arthur and the legends about him:  

It is all true or ought to be: and more and better besides. 

We are storytellers. We are the tellers of the stories of the things that we imagine and the 
things that we observe. That is part of being a human being and perhaps an essential part of 
being a human being.  

Bob Graham, John Faulks, Rose Howes 



Behind the Imagined, Edition 7, 2024 
 

 8 

Children need to have the benefit of stories both oral 
ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�E���>͛Ɛ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ǀŝĞǁ͕�ŝŶ�
writing, in books.  

Our first duties are to preserve children's literature, 
to encourage children's literature and to examine and 
explain children's literature. That has been the 
function of the National Centre for Australian 
Children's Literature for 50 years. It is a journey that is 
part about preserving what it is to be human but it is 
more than that.  It is about fun. It is about 
imagination and it is about the wonderful business of 
being a child and hearing stories. 

The NCACL began 50 years ago as the Lu Rees Archive. And some of the people associated 
with the beginning of NCACL are still in the business of preserving children's literature.  

We were very fortunate that from a long time ago the University of Canberra became our 
partner and our friend and have provided us with accommodation, insurance and support.  

In return we have enabled students (particularly from UC) to research, use the facilities and 
the wonderful archive which is the Collection.  

Two things that have enabled this to occur are our wonderful volunteers who have always 
provided not only skilled and enthusiastic but consistent and reliable labour, love and care.  

Foremost among those I acknowledge our director Belle Alderman who has been the living 
soul of the organisation for most of its life.  

I also wish to formally express my thanks to the University of Canberra. Without them we 
would not be here. 

The third thing that is important is that while we might want to preserve children's 
literature we also need to ensure that it is accessible. Knowledge locked away is knowledge 
lost and NCACL has worked over many years to ensure that as many people as want to, and 
need to, can have access to the Collection.  

In more recent times this has meant more online accessibility which again has only been 
made possible by the massive efforts of our incredible volunteers. Lynn Fletcher has been a 
particular marvel. 

Our dream is to have a building in which all the children of Australia can come ʹ  not all at 
the same time!ʹ to become immersed in children's literature. That is still a few years and 
about $100 million away. 

The Board decided recently that it should provide special recognition to particular 
individuals who have contributed significantly to enabling the NCACL to have a 50th 
birthday and still to be a viable and important tool for children ʹ and their parents. We 
called for nominations and from those, two people were selected to receive Life 
Membership of the National Centre for Australian Children's Literature.  

Choosing two people from the many worthy nominees was no easy task. The Citations will 
appear in a special book that sets out the background of what these two people provided. 
They are both with us tonight.  

The first of these is Bob Graham. Bob has not been a volunteer in the sense of someone that 
has preserved books or done those sorts of things although he has been a frequent attender 

Life Membership Award 
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at NCACL functions and has always been prepared to give his time as well as his books and 
materials to the collection. Moreover, he is an advocate and a friend.  

The second is Rose Howes. It is hard to put into words the fact that someone can contribute 
30 years of service with such dedication with such unassuming generosity and with such 
love. Rose will be acutely embarrassed about the fact that anyone is talking about her at all 
tonight and I will let her citation in its written form speak for the many things that she has 
done.  

May I however offer my personal congratulations, the congratulations of the Board and, 
vicariously, your congratulations to these two amazing friends of the National Centre. 

Bob GƌĂŚĂŵ͛Ɛ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ  

EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�/ŶĐ͛Ɛ�ϱϬƚŚ��ŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ Speech by Bob 
Graham on 12 March 2024 

 

The National Centre for Australian 
�ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�;ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞ�>Ƶ�
Rees Archives collection) is 50. I read 
in Belinda Gamlen and Shelley 
�ůĂŬĞůĞǇ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵǇ�ŽǁŶ�
contribution goes back some 44 of 
those years with my first picture book 
Pete and Roland in 1980. I try to grab 
onto that, the swift passing of time. I 
find I am like one of those big brown 
bears standing in a swift stream and 
swiping at salmon as they swim past; 
me snatching at memories. 

And there they are, much of my working life laid out and meticulously annotated for all to 
ƐĞĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͖�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ĐĂďŽŽĚůĞ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽīĞĞ�ĐƵƉ�ƌŝŶŐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐƐ�ŽƵƚ͕�
the sticky tape and no doubt some disappearing text on yellowing paper from old fax 
transmissions. For me, this striving, feeling around, getting it wrong, finding a way through, 
when I see this again it is such a fundamental part of the process, somehow more real than 
seeing the finished version of the story bound between glossy covers, with its hair neatly 
parted and its shirt tucked in. And so I suspect it might be for many authors and this is what 
the Archives hold and is available to see. I think that is an extraordinary resource! 

tŚĞŶ�/�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ƐĞŶƚ�Žī�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�>Ƶ�ZĞĞƐ��ƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ�/�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŶĞǀĞƌ 
thought that it might make for general or academic interest somewhere down the track- 
more that all that used paper was fast building up under our low slung Futon from the 70s 
and threatening to make our feet higher than our sleeping heads. Something needed to be 
done! And my editor and friend Anne Ingram from William Collins introduced me to Dr Belle 
Alderman at a CBC event (I think it was) and things went on from there. 

No longer does my work sleep under our bed or in the ůĂƵŶĚƌǇ͕�;ĂŶĚ�/�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�
something destined to cause a sharp intake of breath from all Conservators). I take my hat 
Žī�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵ�Ăůů�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ͕�ƚŽ��ĞůůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƐŽ carefully 

Bob Graham delivering his speech 
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annotate, document, put into order, find context and who work with such dedication and 
expertise. 

I owe you! 

WE owe you! 

And with the further passing of time when people stand here for the Centenary celebration 
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�major 
ĨŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ŚŽƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�
Institution of cultural importance to the arts in Australia. 

Thank you. 

dĞůůŝŶŐ�dĂůĞƐ͗�/ŶƐŝĚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ 

Two very popular ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶs were held on Monday March 11. The first session was 
Bob Graham talking about his work as an author and illustrator, and the second a panel 
discussion with Eva Mills, Christopher Cheng, Ann James and Sally Allen. This group 
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ͕�
ƵŶƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�
ƉƌŝŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ďǇ�teacher librarians, 
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ. This session͛Ɛ recordings are in two 
parts: Part one and part two. A short biography of each speaker is below. 

 

Bob Graham is a Kate Greenaway-winning author-illustrator who 
ŚĂƐ�ǁƌŝƚƚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĂĐĐůĂŝŵĞĚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ�
books. These include Crusher is Coming, How to Heal a Broken 
Wing, Jethro Byrde: Fairy Child, April Underhill: Tooth Fairy and 
Jigsaw: A Puzzle in the Post amongst others. His 2011 title, A Bus 
Called Heaven, is endorsed by Amnesty International UK and was 
ƚŚĞ�ǁŝŶŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϮ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽŽŬ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�
Picture Book of the Year Award.  Bob has won this award an 
unprecedented seven times. In 2014, Silver Buttons was awarded 
Ă�ƉƌĞƐƚŝŐŝŽƵƐ�WƌŝŵĞ�DŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƌǇ��ǁĂƌĚ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͘ 

Bob studied drawing and painting, went to the UK after 
graduation, returned to Sydney and there began his career as an 
illustrator and designer. Between 1983 and 1995 he worked as an 

illustrator for The Five Mile Press publishing house. He created the long-running monthly 
French comic-strip for children for the French magazine, Les Belles Histoires. 

Bob Graham 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0tWqSjx24s&list=PLfyiqhehs5dv7anwsfBfAUN1P6pFnbqVT&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgar7Uk1Oeo&list=PLfyiqhehs5dv7anwsfBfAUN1P6pFnbqVT&index=1&t=1571s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXyyrGG5kLA&list=PLfyiqhehs5dv7anwsfBfAUN1P6pFnbqVT&index=2
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Eva Mills is the Publishing Director of Books for Children and 
Young Adults at Allen & Unwin Book Publishers. Originally a 
British publisher, Allen & Unwin became an independent 
Australian publisher in 1990. Rosalind Price was appointed 
their first childreŶ͛Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂĚƵůƚ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϴϴ͘�dŽĚĂǇ�
Allen & Unwin publishes around 250 new titles annually.  

�ǀĂ�ƌĞǀĞĂůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƐŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�͚ůŝƚƚůĞ�ŽďƐĞƐƐĞĚ͛�ǁŝƚŚ�ďŽǆ�
sets of books. Her parents bought her entire series of such 
long-time favourites as Winnie-the Pooh, the Moomins, Little 
House on the Prairie, Narnia, The Dark is Rising and Lord of the 
Rings. Many of these classics are known and loved the world 
over.  

While working in the public service, Eva knew she wanted to write fiction for young adults. 
She enrolled in a course at RMIT and loved a course in editing. This became her real passion. 
She landed a work placement at Allen & Unwin under the tutelage of Rosalind Price. She 
joined Allen & Unwin in 2009 and, in 2015; Eva was appointed Publishing Director of Books 
for Children and Young Adults.  

�ǀĂ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ĂƐ�ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝǀĞ͘�^ŚĞ�ŐŽĞƐ�ŽŶ�
to say that publishing is a business and so difficult and sometimes painful decisions for 
commercial reasons must be made. Still, she goes on, publishing is also an artͶ'many 
ĐƌĞĂƚŽƌƐ�/͛ǀĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉŽƵƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĂůĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ăůů�ƚŝŵĞƐ͛͘� 

Christopher Cheng is the award-winning author of many 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŝŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�
formats. He writes ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ĨŝĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶĨŝĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�
full-time pursuit. His picture books include Bear and Rat 
illustrated by Stephen Michael King and One Tree 
illustrated by Bruce Whatley. 

Christopher has worked as a primary school teacher, 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐĞůůĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�
travelling zoo, the Zoomobile at Taronga Park Zoo. 
Christopher is co-chair of the International Advisory Board 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ��ŽŽŬ Writers and Illustrators 

(SCBWI). He is a recipient of the Lady Cutler �ǁĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͘��ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ƉĞĞƌ�ǀŽƚĞĚ�^��t/��ƌǇƐƚĂů�<ŝƚĞ��ǁĂƌĚƐ͕�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ďǇ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
book writers and illustrators, the only peer-given awards in publishing for young readers. 
�ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�>ŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ��ŵďĂƐƐĂĚŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�
Numeracy Week initiative and is an Ambassador for the National Centre for Australian 
�ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�/ŶĐ͘ 

 

Eva Mills 

Christopher Cheng 
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Ann :ĂŵĞƐ͛ earlier life as an art teacher is the 
foundation for her approach to illustrating books 
for children. In a career spanning 45 years, she has 
illustrated over 70 books, collaborating with many 
authors and publishers. In 1988, she and Ann 
Haddon established Books Illustrated, a gallery and 
bookshop, promoting Australian picture books and 
their creators through exhibitions in Australia and 
overseas for 35 years. 

Ann was a director on the Board of The Australian 
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ��ƵƚŚŽƌƐ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬ�
creators for 20 years, and a founding director on 
the Board of the �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ Laureate Foundation. As an Ambassador of the 
Indigenous Literacy Foundation, Ann has the wonderful opportunity to work with children in 
some of the most remote and inspiring communities in Australia. Her interest in supporting 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚŝŶŐ�ĐƌĞĂƚŽƌƐ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŚĞƌ�
career. In 20ϬϬ�ƐŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĂǁĂƌĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�WŝǆŝĞ�K͛,ĂƌƌŝƐ�ĂǁĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ͕�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϮ͕�ƚŚĞ��ƌŽŵŬĞĞŶ�
DĞĚĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͘��ŶŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŽƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
the Hans Christian Andersen Award in 2020. In 2016 Ann was awarded the Member of the 
Order of Australia. 

 

Sally Allen has worked for over 20 years as a teacher in ACT public 
schools, including as a classroom teacher, EAL/D teacher, Reading 
Recovery teacher and as a release teacher within the school 
library. She completed her Master of Teacher Librarianship at 
Charles Sturt University in 2023, as part of the ACT Education 
Directorate teacher scholarship program that supported her to 
upskill and gain a formal qualification in teacher librarianship.  

Sally was drawn to being a teacher librarian after seeing the 
impact it made in schools. The teacher librarian advocates for 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƐ�ƐƚŽƌǇƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
across the whole school community.  

Sally is now a practicing teacher librarian, a role shared across the Narrabundah and Lyons 
Early Childhood Schools in Canberra, Australia. 

  

Ann James AM 

Sally Allen 
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We felt the love 

There were many ways we felt 
the love for our work. Our 
Centre has certainly gained a 
following and we are grateful 
for all the messages sent to 
us.  
 
A guest book for the Centre 
has been kept since 1983. We 
have had some lovely entries 
over the years, but when you 
invite author/illustrators to 
sign it at a 50th birthday 
party, anything can happen!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ͚DĞƐƐĂŐĞ͛ from Leigh Hobbs 

͚DĞƐƐĂŐĞƐ͛�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŽƉ�ůĞĨƚ: Elizabeth Honey, top right Ann James, top middle right Christopher Cheng, bottom right Emma Quay, 
bottom centre Bob Graham, bottom left Andrew Clark 
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We also received birthday messages from a variety of people whose sentiments showcased 
how successful we are. This is an edited version of just a few. 

Professor Gregory Bryan, University of Manitoba, Canada 

It is wonderful to know this is merely the first fifty years and that there are many still to 
come with the Centre collecting and preserving materials that tell the stories of Australian 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͘�dŚĂŶŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ͘ 

Julie Long OAM 

Congratulations to past and present supporters and may there be many more people who 
ďĞŶĞĨŝƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů�dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ͕�^ĐŚŽŽů�DĂŐĂǌŝŶĞƐ͕�
artworks, author and illustrator files and sometimes quirky ephemera. 

Elizabeth Honey  

NCACL you are precious 
You stand up for us in the turbulence of this digital revolution 
May your dedication remain heartfelt 
and may your spine not fade. 

National Library of Australia 

tĞ�ƐĞŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƌŵĞƐƚ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ǁŝƐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
Literature for their 50th anniversary. As a collecting institution ourselves, we recognise and 
appreciate the remarkable importance of holding a record of these stories, these artists and 
writers, this significant legacy. dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�
history. 

Alex Wharton, Educator, Literary Critic and Judge 

As an educator, a parent and a reader, I am thankful for the caretakers of NCACL whom I can 
ƐƚĂŶĚ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂǇ͕�͞ǁŚĂƚ�Ă�ŵĂƌǀĞůůŽƵƐ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶ�
to the social and cultural fabric of Australia. We are all the richer for having you in our lives, 
classrooms and communities͘͟ 
 

Andrew Leigh, Federal Member for Fenner  

͞&ƌŽŵ�DĞŵ�&Žǆ͛Ɛ�͞ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ƐŚĞĞƉ͟�ƚŽ�WĂŵĞůĂ��ůůĞŶ͛Ɛ�͞ǁĂĚĚůĞ�ŐŝŐŐůĞ�ŐĂƌŐůĞ�
paddle ƉŽŽĚůĞ͕͟�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ƐƚŝĐŬ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵŝŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂĨƚĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͘�
Although our three boys are now in double-digit ages, my wife Gweneth and I still enjoy 
reading them the occasional bedtime story. Books have marked their growing up, as they 
moved from May Gibbs to Norman Lindsay to Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton to Morris 
'ůĞŝƚǌŵĂŶ�ƚŽ�:ĂĐŬ�,ĞĂƚŚ͘�tĞ͛ƌĞ�ůƵĐŬǇ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�
storytellers, where you can almost smell the eucalyptus leaves on the page. Congratulations 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ϱϬƚŚ anniversary, and I 
ůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŚĂůĨ�ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘͟ 

 

Elise Moore, Literacy Advisor: The School Magazine 

Over the past five decades, you have made an indelible impact on the ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
literature in Australia. Your commitment to collecting, preserving, and documenting 
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ has not only enriched the lives of countless 
young readers but also contributed to the cultural heritage of our nation. 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/50th-birthday-celebrations/50th-birthday-messages/
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Behind Secret, Sealed Doors 

Birthdays are renowned for surprises, and we were 
certainly surprised when every guest at our celebration 
on March 12 was presented with a copy of Behind 
Secret, Sealed Doors.  

Written by Emma Janssen, assisted by her daughters 
Sophie and Niome Janssen, this book records their visit 
to the Centre from the perspective of the youngest 
daughter Niome͘�tƌŝƚƚĞŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬ͕�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�
dedicated to our hard working and dedicated volunteers, 
and for all the children who dream of being authors and 
illustrators. 

This book was not only a lovely 
surprise, but a copy is now in our 
archives where it will be preserved 
for future generations. 

 
Thank you, Emma, Sophie and 
Niome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The front cover 

A page in the book 

Christopher Cheng, NCACL Ambassador launches the book at the birthday celebration on March 12 
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A salute to our volunteers 
Visitors to the NCACL office at the University of Canberra, or those who attend activities and 
functions hosted by NCACL, often ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞ�ƌŽŽŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŬĞĞƉƐ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ͘ 
^Ž͕�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�Ă�ƉĞĞŬ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƚĂŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĚŽ͕�often in the 
shadows. We salute and thank them for all their hard work.  
 
Accession and process books and other items Acknowledge donations Advise and supervise 
UC students and external work experience students and interns Annual submission to 
Australian Charities and Not for profit Commission Arrange, describe and create finding aids 
ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚŽƌƐ͛�ƉĂƉĞƌƐ Assign Australian Curriculum codes to database entries Assist UC 
students Attend & participate in meetings Attend cataloguing training Attend meetings 
Attend visitors Catalogue items Arrange catering for events Choose books from Lifeline Book 
Fairs Choose items from grant funding Complete Affiliate annual reports Conduct school 
incursions Contribute to NCACL databases & bibliographies �ŽƌƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�
literature community Create and deliver professional development sessions Create and 
dismantle exhibitions Create and revise policies Create and update author & illustrator 
research files Create displays Write grant submissions Create inventories Create items for 
Annual Reports Create learning activities for children Create newsletters Create plans for 
future needs Create presentations for local and national organisations and conferences 
Create new project proposals Create promotional material Create resources for website 
Create spreadsheets Demonstrate databases Develop marketing and communication plans 
Develop and present talks to professional organistions/conferences Document & house 
special collections Document artwork Document book sales and bank funds Document 
papers for the Cultural Gifts Program Document research file material Document space 
needs Edit and publish the journal Edit NCACL blogs File research material Frame artworks 
for exhibitions Host politicians Host visitors Identify and label framed artworks Identify and 
sort Lifeline books Liaise with external organisations for exhibits and events Liaise with 
NCACL Ambassadors Locate second hand books Maintain supplies Manage and develop 
website Manage NCACL blog 2023 ʹ now Manage Facebook 2014 ʹ now Manage finances 
Manage online events Manage database projects (ATSI, CDD, PBOR etc) Manage travelling 
exhibitions Manage NCACL website Manage X 2014- (formerly Twitter) Manage work-
integrated learning for UC students Manage workshops for volunteer projects Meet with 
external experts DĞĞƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬ�ǁŽƌůĚ Mentor UC Work Integrated 
Learning (WIL) students Mentor, plan programs and write reports on external work 
experience students Moderate database content Monitor book sale trolley Negotiate 
ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐƌĞĂƚŽƌƐ͛�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�Oversee 
and update databases Oversee travelling book exhibitions Participate on Boards Photocopy 
items for research files Plan & execute fund raising campaigns Plan and execute exhibitions 
Plan and implement interstate exhibitions Plan and run funding campaigns Plan 
collaborative exhibitions (for example, NLA) Plan events Prepare material for and write 
annual reports Prepare book lists for thank you letters Prepare clippings for research files 
Prepare financial reports Prepare items and documentation for external loans Prepare labels 
for exhibitions Prepare policy, promotion and business papers Prepare teacher professional 
development Prepare wish lists Prepare, research and mount exhibitions Present reviews, 
talks, and visual presentations Process & supervise translation projects Process and file 
research material Process donations Process Lifeline books Process and check rare books 
Produce journal, Behind the Imagined Produce and print the online journal Project manage 
databases Project manage events Promote events Promote the collection through talks, 
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interviews, programs, radio, television and articles Proof read documents Provide catering 
for events Provide clippings for research files Provide research assistance Provide tours for 
visitors Publish articles Radio and television interviews Record donations for Annual Reports 
Relocate collections Repair books Research and annotate books for databases and 
bibliographies Research donors Research, write & submit grants solo and with others 
Review and revise various Agreements Review books for radio & publications Review 
research files Revise policies Sell used books Shelve books Solve cataloguing entries 
Supervise & work with interns ^ƵƉĞƌǀŝƐĞ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŝŽŶƐ͛�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ�Support 
external researchers Support NCACL Board Support researchers Take photographs Train 
new volunteers Undertake financial accounting Undertake strategic planning Update 
research files Update website sŝƐŝƚ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƚŝŽŶƐ Work with 
students Write donation acknowledgment letters Write grants Write references Write 
NCACL Annual Reports Write reviews, blogs, articles, reports and books Write submissions  
 

Never be Late for a Parade! 

 
As part of our birth celebrations, 22 framed 
digital prints ĨƌŽŵ�^ŚĂƵŶ�dĂŶ͛Ɛ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ǁŽƌŬƐ͕�ƉůƵƐ�
displays of preliminary art and ephemera 
relating to his work were displayed from 
February 19 to March 14 at the Mura Gadi 
Gallery at the University of Canberra.  
 
Curated by NCACL, the exhibition was a huge 
success and sparked many wonderful comments 
in our guest book. 
 

 

 

 
  

^ŚĂƵŶ�dĂŶ͛Ɛ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĂƌƚǁŽƌŬƐ�ŝŶ�DƵƌĂ�'ĂĚŝ�'ĂůůĞƌǇ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ 
 

Shaun Tan 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/shaun-tan-gallery-never-be-late-for-a-parade/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/shaun-tan-gallery-never-be-late-for-a-parade/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/shaun-tan-virtual-exhibition/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/responses-to-shaun-tans-digital-artworks/
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The last word goes to Lu Rees 

The last word in this celebratory year must go to Lu Rees. 
A determined visionary, Lu kept jumping hurdles and 
ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŐŝǀĞ�ƵƉ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĚĚƐ�ƐĞĞŵed stacked 
against her.  

This is the article she wrote in the forerunner to this 
online journal initiated by Victor Crittenden in 1981 titled 
The Lu Rees Archives: notes, books and authors. 
 
She wrote that it all really started in the 1950s which 
makes the origins of NCACL much older than 50 years! 

Thank you, Lu. We and subsequent generations owe you 
a huge debt of gratitude for your foresight and tenacity to 
see your dream turn into a reality.  

 
The Children's Book Council Collection of Children's 
Books by Australian Authors 
 
The Librarian at the College asks. "How did it start?" - and 
then added, "Will you write an account or perhaps, do a 
tape about it all?" So - where does anything start? With 
the idea - with something that arouses your interest. 
Maybe this really started back in 1950 when a branch of 
the Fellowship of Australian Writers was formed in 
Canberra and I found myself elected Secretary and 
general dogsbody, and I began to meet many authors. 
 
I was used to working amongst authors, but they were all 
writing Military History - then in 1955 I left the War 
Memorial staff and joined Cheshires as manager of the 
branch opening in Canberra. That opened up a contact 
with a wide range of authors and publishers and for the 
first time I was brought in close touch with children's 
books, their authors, illustrators and publishers. 
 
The ACT branch of the Children's Book Council was formed in 1957 and I was elected its first 
President which meant a closer interest in children's books, and I formed a deep respect for 
these authors and the honesty of their attitude towards their readers. No doubt they have 
fads and prejudices like all of us, but they don't try and ram them down the throats of their 
young readers. And of course - while grown-ups put up with that sort of thing children won't 
have a bar of it. It became quite fascinating to watch the development of an Australian 
children's literature. And yet, in the early '60's, I asked a member of the Literature Board 
what Fellowships were available to authors of children's literature, and he bluntly replied, 
͚DǇ�ĚĞĂƌ͕�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ĐĂůů�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ͍͟ 
 

Lu Rees 
 

The  first edition with Lu Rees on the cover 
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So, there was still a long way to go. In the early '70's a meeting of the Federal body of the 
CBCA agreed to the formation of an Archives Section, to be built by the Canberra Branch. 
This branch offered to house any records the State branches wished to hand over for 
safekeeping and, at the same time, to set about making a collection of the works of 
Australian children's authors. As a first step in this I offered to hand over my personal 
collection of a few hundred books as soon as there was a place to put them ʹ this would be 
something to build on. Jill Gamble (Mrs Don Gamble) offered temporary space in her house 
and the Council had shelving put in, floor to ceiling, in our room. Jill also housed a lot of 
Federal records in fact still has them - and for several years did all the work connected with 
arranging and keeping them. From that time all members of the Book Council were involved 
to some extent - new books were bought by the Council - so far as this could be financed 
and any member who saw an old book on sale at a fete would buy it and pass it to Jill. So it 
grew. 
 
As a matter of interest, I had started files for all the authors I knew - that extended 
to others and help came from many quarters. Margaret Aitken provided much valuable 
material, and this was followed up by her colleagues in later years. All that is now 
"Background Music". At the end of 1978 after the Council had held its last meeting for the 
year and broken up till February, one of the librarians from the Canberra Public Library 
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�;�W>^Ϳ�ƌĂŶŐ�ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�zĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŚŝůĚ͍͟�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƐĂǇ͕�͚EŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ʹ ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝƚ͘͟��ƉƉĂƌĞŶƚůǇ the matter had 
come up for discussion and there someone suggested finding out what plans the CBCA had 
ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ǁŝƌĞƐ͘�/�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ĞŶƚŝƌĞ��ǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞ͕�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�
- had disappeared for the Christmas holidays - there were a couple more phone calls and by 
the time Pat Eccles of the CPLS came on the line I'd had time to think a bit and explained 
that all the top brass of the CBCA were out of touch but, if I could throw in a personal idea, 
it would be to emphasise the International angle but didn't think it would come off - but if I 
was to try they would back me and support the idea. 
 
I did manage to contact a few of our members and there was no opposition - "wonderful 
idea" they said with some scepticism. And no wonder, for I only had a vague idea of how to 
go about it. Most of my first moves were pretty discouraging - only one publisher initially 
gave unqualified support - that was Ann Ingram on behalf of Collins. Then I changed into 
another lane and started the long road of writing to each author personally asking for a list 
of former editions and the publishers ʹ explaining the purpose, of course. This was most 
rewarding and the general tone of the response from authors lifted me up onto a cloud of 
enthusiasm. 
 
Reginald Ottley sent me the names of his overseas publishers and sometimes the name of 
the person who had handled his work and I immediately wrote to them all. Patricia 
Wrightson sent eight books in different languages as a gift and the addresses of the 
publishers of others - and has since sent the Yugoslav Nargun and the Stars which was 
published last year and the Swedish Bunyip Hole. Elyne Mitchell sent thirteen books as a gift 
and a Spanish one on loan and addresses of other publishers and has since sent another. 
Joan Phipson presented all the copies she had and the names of her other publishers. So did 
Mavis Thorpe Clark, Hesba Brinsmead, Margaret Paice and Nance Donkin. 
 
Ivan Southall presented a somewhat different problem for as his foreign editions had 
reached about 80 volumes and many of them would be irreplaceable. I would not ever think 
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of asking for a gift of that size and value - we discussed the matter over the telephone, and 
we made a token exchange and my son called at Ivan's home and picked up several cartons 
containing 83 volumes in time for the 1979 Children's Book Week. 
 
This was the most wonderful thing that could have happened to us at the beginning of such 
a campaign. Spread out on a large table in the 1979 Children's Book Week Exhibition, it 
showed at a glance what we were aiming at - a complete edition picture of one author's 
work in their original editions and in the many other languages in which his books were 
being read by children around the world.  
 
This slow process of collection is still going on. The simplest way for me to work is to go 
through the work of one author at a time - to get their books in English and then write for all 
the translations - slow but overseas publishers have been very co-operative. Although at 
first the Australian publishers didn't take me seriously, things have changed. As the size of 
the collection grew, more support came from this important source. 
 
At the end of the International Year of the Child 1979 we had already built up a unique and 
valuable collection and then faced the problem that everyone who collects material of some 
historical value must come up against in time. What is to become of it all? What use will be 
made of it? And who else cares about it anyway? My hope was that presented with a shelf 
displaying the full range of an author's writing and a file giving biographical and critical notes 
ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�Žƌ�ŚĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬ�- some young teachers and librarians might be interested enough to 
follow this up - to make a study of individual authors and illustrators, to study them in 
enough depth to form an opinion of their place in local and world literature and to be able 
to talk about their work to children. This might be optimistic, but I don't think so. I have 
seen a crowd of young students at a seminar - asking questions - flocking around a speaker 
at the end of a talk, all breaking into eager discussions - and have tried to visualise this scene 
happening naturally in a School or Library where a young teacher could arouse enough 
interest to have a whole class or group discussing what they like or don't like about the 
works of one of our authors - the kind of discussion that goes on around the judges' table 
with many different people arguing the merits of their own choice. 
 
Well - we were discussing possibilities and tossing ideas around when Belle Alderman came 
into the fray with a request that she might be permitted to put the whole question before 
the authorities at the Canberra College of Advanced Education Library for, speaking 
personally, she would like to have this whole collection - books and files - available for 
reference and study by her students in Children's Literature here at the College. I felt that 
this might open the doors to achieving the very purpose we all had in mind - and so it came 
about. 
 
The College Library offered to house the books and files in full security and, what's more, to 
give them the same care and service as given to their own rare books and we - the CBCA - 
will continue to add to the Collection. We haven't much money available - but then we 
never have had much money but that has not prevented the Council trying to get a few 
things under way. Perhaps it all depends on how much you want to do whatever it is you are 
attempting to do. 
 
Lu Rees  
September 1981 
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�ŽŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�/ŶĐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚĂǆ�ĚĞĚƵĐƚŝďůĞ 
Since the early 1990s, the Centre (formerly the Lu Rees Archives) has been endorsed by the 
Australian Taxation Office as a deductible gift recipient under Subdivision 30-BA of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, item in Subdivision 30-B, 12.1.2 public library. 

Under this program, the Archives has received the papers, manuscripts and artwork of many 
leading Australian authors, illustrators and publishers. 

Enquiries about this program should be directed to: 

Dr Belle Alderman AM 
�ŵĞƌŝƚƵƐ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�ŽĨ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ 
Director 
EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂŶ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�/ŶĐ 

 
University of Canberra 
The Hub  
11 Kirinari Street 
BRUCE ACT 2617 
AUSTRALIA 

 
email: belle.alderman@canberra.edu.au 

phone: 02 6201 2062 

 

A guide to donating to the Centre is available on our website.  

Endorsement as a deductible gift recipient means that the Centre is eligible to receive 
monetary donations of two dollars or more. Donors can claim these donations on their 
income tax returns. 

 

mailto:belle.alderman@canberra.edu.au
https://www.ncacl.org.au/make-a-donation/
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